
Membership Meeting Minutes
Lafayette Square Restoration Committee (LSRC)
The neighborhood association of Lafayette Square
(dba Lafayette Square Neighborhood Association)

Wednesday, August 13, 2025
7:00 pm
SqWires Annex

· Call to order
· Approval of July 2025 minutes
· Motion to approve by Marlane Budde
· Second by Kim Winters
· Welcome new residents
· Sharing of news
· Guest Speakers & Community Updates
· Regular Speakers:
· Mayor Cara Spencer - mayor@stlouis-mo.gov 
314-762-1944
· Tornado hit the City on day 31 of this administration
· Our Rep, Marty Joe Murry, and the governor has done a great job assisting with the tornado recovery effort
· Recovery office is fully staffed, been taxing all city departments to assist, the interest on the Rams settlement funds are being utilized, getting FEMA here was critical - over $30mil in funds have been distributed
· New Director of Operations Col. Ben Jonsson joined the team last month and is working to professionalize departments
· Will finally be addressing whether or not the city will continue the recycling program as the city pays 5 times as much for recycling as it does for trash
· Approach will be to discontinue alley recycling and increase ways for citizens to take materials to recycling centers
· The dumpster will be re-identified and utilized as trash dumpsters
· Drop sites for recycling will be published in the next week or two
· Incentive programs will be put in place for refuse drivers to incentive picking up refuse
· SLDC has a new director, Otis Williams, who is doing a wonderful job navigating the difficult conversations, particularly related to minority contractors and working to continue to support them while navigating changing federal rules 
· Personnel Dept has an interim director at this time; RFP has gone out for a director and responses have been received
· Downtown St. Louis is the only place outside of DC to have a coworking space that can be used for gov’t contactors/agencies with security clearance needs 
· Pedestrian fatality rate 3 times the national average; curbing unsafe and reckless driving is a priority


· Alderwoman Elect Jami Cox Antwi - coxantwi@stlouis-mo.gov 
· 314-622-3287
· Legislative assistant, AJ Hessburg, hessburga@stlouis-mo.gov 
· Secretary, Teresa Ernst, ErnstT@stlouis-mo.gov
· Will be doing a tour of the NW quadrant with Reign
· Jami’s Community Drop-in
· Topic: Parks, August 24th @ Pontiac Square Park from 2-4pm
· Session resumes 9/12


· Officer Rosa Rojas - rrojas@slmpd.org - 314-444-2595
· A male was taken into custody and charges were issued for felony property damage; charged with resisting arrest and was wanted for other felony warrants
· Geraldo Ford was arrested again and remains in custody

· State Rep Marty Joe Murray, marty.murray@house.mo.gov, 573-751-2383
· Legislative town hall at Central Library 8/14 from 6-8pm
· Talk about last session and his hope for next session
· Veto session
· Gov. vetoed $2bil and they are hoping to override those vetos 

· Reign Harris harrisre@stlouis-mo.gov (314) 901-3615 (cell)
· An interim Director of the Streets Dept has been appointed
· Towing and pot hole filling will resume
· Can reach out to her re: refuse and Reign will do what she can to assist to ensure refuse is picked up 
· There has been conversations about the possibility of recycling going away

· Roxxanne Reed rreed@slpl.org 314‑241‑2288 x3086
· Barr is a cooling center
· 4781 people visited Barr despite them being closed two days due to a power outage and HVAC outage
· 652 sessions on computers through public technology 


· Michael Bushur michael.bushur@lafayettepark.org  (314) 949-2210
· Grotto pond has been worked on
· Water level dropped right after last month’s meeting but the City quickly addressed the issue and is now holding water
· Soiree for the Park will be held on 9/19
· Full list of events here: https://www.lafayettepark.org/lafayette-park-news-and-events/ 


· Guest Speakers:
· Arts Council
· Next Concert in the Park will be 8/16 and the following will be 8/30
· Actively seeking volunteers to help with rotating tasks before concerns - hoping to find 6-8 people to assist so it doesn’t fall on one person

· LPA - Deirdra Arms 
· Back to School supply drive is going on

· Friday Night Social
· 6:30-8:30p, Fridays opposite concerts
· 8/22: Andrea & Josh Grey, 1815 Lafayette
· 9/5: Dale & Tricia Spence, 2013 Park
· 9/19: tentative social at police substation on Park 
· Potential interest in keeping this going throughout the year
· Please bring a dish to share and your beverage of choice

· Community Directory
· Copies available here and were delivered to residents

· Bike race - Tour de Lafayette gatewaycup.com 
· Friday night of Labor day weekend - all streets will be shut down, including Lafayette
· Last race of the season which brings in great talent
· Staffing beer tents; seeking volunteers - to sign up: https://gatewaycup.com/volunteer/ 


· Officer and Committee Chair Reports:
· President 
· president@lafayettesquare.org 
·  2350 Chouteau - Board of Adjustment Hearing occurred and appeal that would have allowed plans for a public storage facility were unanimously denied 
· “Square Roots” will celebrate you and your time in the square.  Annual listing will be published in the Nov 2025 issue of the Marquis - information on how to submit your name and when you moved to Lafayette Square will be in the August 2025 Marquis

· Membership
· membership@lafayettesquare.org
· 15% of residents are members
· Membership committee has been started - 11 residents have volunteered
· New resident social - 9/27/25 at 5:00pm in Lafayette Park
· All residents who joined Lafayette Square from January 2023 to present
· Hamburgers, hotdogs, chips, popcorn, drinks, paper products, chalk and bubbles will be provided
· Join at: https://lafayettesquare.org/community/lafayette-square-neighborhood-association/ 

· Holiday Parlor Tour
· Barbara Absher is chairing
· Holidaytour@lafayettesquare.org, 314-322-8152
· Sunday 12/14 from 10-4

· Treasurer Elect nomination - Gary Larson 
· Office is vacant due to Fanny’s move to Treasure
· Nomination for Gary Larson to be Treasurer Elect  made by Vince Volpe
· Nomination seconded by Jenn Whitter

· Annual elections for 2026 Board
· Nominations open tonight and stay open until 9/10 meeting
· Nominations accepted at 10/8 meeting for any positions where there were no previous nominations
· Please see website for full nominations by the Board of Directors
· Currently there are nominees for Vice President/President Elect, Chair for Fundraising, Member-at-Large 3, or Member-at-Large 4

· Communications
· communications@lafayettesquare.org 

· Preservation
· preservation@lafayettesquare.org 

· Safety
· safety@lafayettesquare.org 

· Improvements
· improvements@lafayettesquare.org 

· Upcoming Events
· LSNA Board Meeting Tues 9/2 at 7:00 pm
· Friday Night Social - 8/22 and 9/5
· Concerts in the Park - 8/16 and 8/30
· Tour de Lafayette: Friday, August 29th 1:30 pm to 10:30 pm
· General Meeting: 7:00 pm Wed. 9/10 (SqWires Annex)
· Soiree for the Park - 9/18 from 6-9pm
· New Resident Social - 9/27 at 5:00pm
· Light Up the Square/Pet Parade, Sat. December 6th
· Holiday Parlor Tour: Sun. December 14th (the ”48th Annual”)
· Spring Home & Garden Tour - 6/6 & 6/7

· Adjournment
· Motion to adjourn by Julie Padberg-White and seconded by Chris Buddee

