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Local couple discovers home’s past
By Stacey Rynders
Marquis Contributor

Submitted by Lafayette Arts Council

Farshid Etniko performs in Lafayette Park during the Taste of Lafayette on Sept. 10.

Summer
Concert
Series ends
in success
By Judy Longden
Arts Council of Lafayette Park

Except for one rainy night in August,
The Lafayette Park Summer Concert
Series brought out record crowds. During
a thunderstorm on August 13, Dangerous
Leftovers was moved to the boathouse
and performed an intimate concert for a
slightly damp but enthusiastic audience.
Power Play kicked off the season immediately following the Spring House Tour
on Saturday, June 4, followed by Morgantown’s Duane Allman Tribute Tour on
June 18, and crowd favorites Carolbeth
True and Friends featuring the dynamic
vocals of Sherry Drake on July 2.
Anna Fermin’s Trigger Gospel, a
national recording group from Chicago,
proved on July 16 why her “anything but
gospel” style of music has a huge St. Louis
following.
Rich McDonough, arguably the best
guitarist in the area, brought his blues
band to the park on July 30.
August 27 brought back by popular
demand the children’s coloring contest
and while Swing Set entertained the
adults, kids under twelve competed for
prizes including bicycles, bicycle helmets,
books, t-shirts and more.
New this year, a “Taste of Lafayette”
ended the season with a full day of music
and food, featuring the acoustic sounds
of Farshid Etniko at noon, Kim Massie
provided powerful vocals and sassy blues
at 3 p.m., with Ralph Butler’s always
energetic, always pleasing performance
at 6 p.m. Babaloo entertained children
between sets with zany music, magic,
and more, while area restaurants served
specialties from booths set up behind the
concert crowds.
The Arts Council of Lafayette Park
would like to thank the following individuals, organizations and businesses for
Continued to page 6

On Jay Divine’s coffee table sits a photo
album, more than 100 years old. It has
traveled from Waverly Place in Lafayette
Square to Germany, where it survived two
World Wars, barely escaping Berlin as the
Russians invaded. It then traveled back
to the United States – to New York and
Texas – before recently making its way
back here – to Waverly Place, as a gift to
the neighborhood.
The photo album was donated by
Juanita Chipman of San Antonio, Texas,
raised by her grandmother Florence Harris
Herff, who was the daughter of Loyd
Grayson Harris who built the home at
1719 Waverly Place, where Jay and Kim
Divine now live with their two children,
Josh, 16, and Maddie, 13.
The photo album belonged to Florence’s life-long best friend and contains
some photos of Florence and her family
and others in Lafayette Square around the
turn of the century.
Meeting Juanita, now 80 years old,
was a treasure for Jay, who has lived in
his home at Waverly Place since 1975.
Jay purchased the dilapidated home in
graduate school and moved into a near

skeleton home with no
plumbing, no electricity, and
no heat at the time, plus a tree
growing in the middle of the
dining room.
“I was really interested
in finding out the history
of the house from the very
beginning,” said Jay, who has
conducted tepid research over
the years that has always deadended. Lafayette Square is a
neighborhood of homeowners
that take pride in the history
of their homes and most know
the names of the important
and famous Midwesterners
that originally made Lafayette
Square.
Up until about a year ago,
Submitted photo
Jay knew only that the house
Lafayette Square residents Jay and Kim Divine recently
had once belonged to Loyd
Grayson Harris, who was pres- traveled to Texas to learn their home’s history from Juanita
Chipman (above), whose great grandfather built 1719 Waident of Chester and Harris
verly Place.
Manufacturing, a business
that one brief book described
“By 1920, all the Harris family was
as a lumber company. Jay knew that the
gone from the neighborhood,” Jay said.
family had moved out of Lafayette Square
However, on a fateful day about a year
before 1920 and that the home then had
ago, Jay and his son bumped into some
a succession of owners with less and less
people taking pictures of the street. Jay
means to care for a 3-story home.
Continued to page 4

Premier polka set for Soulard Oktoberfest
America’s premier polka band, Brave
Combo, will bring their irresistible dance
party to the Second Annual Soulard
Oktoberfest on Friday, October 21 and
Saturday, October, 22, 2005 at Soulard
Market Park, on the corner of Lafayette
and Broadway avenues.
Brave Combo’s 25th anniversary release
“Let’s Kiss” recently won a Grammy Award
for Best Album in the Polka Category at
the 47th Annual Grammy Awards. This is
the second time the Denton, Texas-based
band has been honored by the National
Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences
with a Grammy Award. In 1999, Brave
Combo won the best album award in the
Polka Category for their album “Polkasonic”.

Brave Combo has collected a dizzying
array of descriptive musical pegs, boldly
going where few bands have gone before,
and even fewer could (or would) dare to
venture. Succeeding in its first mission,
Brave Combo is America’s premier
contemporary polka band, and a Grammy
winning one at that. In the same breath,
to name some but hardly all of the colors
found on Brave Combo’s musical palette,
one can describe them as a groundbreaking world music act, a hot jazz
quintet, a rollicking rock’n’roll bar band,
a Tex-Mex conjunto, a sizzling blues band,
a saucy cocktail combo, a Latin orchestra,
and one of America’s dance bands par
excellence.
Join Brave Combo’s Ultimate Polka

Submitted photo

Polka music fills the tent at Soulard Oktoberfest last year. This year, the Grammy-winning band
Brave Combo will bring their polka to the event on Oct. 21 and 22.

Party Extravaganza as they captivate the
audience at this year’s Second Annual
Soulard Oktoberfest. Brave Combo will
perform at 8:00 p.m. both nights. The
concert is free to the public.
On Friday, Saturday and Sunday, the
Soulard Oktoberfest will also feature
performances of authentic German music
by the Original Antrifttaler Musikanten
from Germany. This 25-plus piece brass,
keyboard and guitar ensemble includes
musicians and rich vocal arrangements.
According to John McKinstry, director
of Soulard Oktoberfest, the annual event
evolved as a way of raising funds for
local not-for-profit German clubs and
the historic 200 year-old Soulard neighborhood. This year, Soulard Oktoberfest
organizers have applied for status as a
non-profit 501c3 corporation. “After
conversations with various community
leaders and people active in the GermanAmerican community, we decided that
this is the best way we can be of service,”
Mr. McKinstry explains. “We want to
raise funds to establish a proposed Soulard
Festival Center, in partnership with other
groups with similar goals.” McKinstry
adds, “The Soulard Festival Center will be
a place where groups from all ethnic backgrounds and diverse interests can celebrate
– a place where they can showcase cultural
influences and entertainment for the
benefit of the metropolitan St. Louis area.”
The Second Annual Soulard Oktoberfest will feature a variety of German foods
and German beers along with a selection
of popular local and domestic beers.
For more information,
visit www.soulardoktoberfest.com
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It takes a community!
By Jim Willmore
LSRC President

What a year! Pressure by developers,
something new and welcome, made for
interesting development meetings and
involvement with the City. And then
there was Praxair. I am thankful that
Mayor Slay and Alderman Reed were
so clear in their statements that Praxair
must move. We cannot have dangerous
businesses in our historic residential
neighborhood. That battle is not over.
And now we hope that the people
living in the Square and those who will
move into the new developments in the
neighborhood will have a high quality
grocery store in the area. If the developers of markets provide quality then I

am sure that there will be plenty of business. Key here is quality. Alderman Reed
is working with the owner of the Chouteau site to convince him that quality
and attention to who his customers will
be are details that he cannot ignore.
The fall season of the year is a time
of anticipation of celebration and part
of that dramatic time that reflects the
rhythm of the seasons. So too, the LSRC
anticipates change.
Our new slate of officers is in place.
President will be Houston Smith. Vice
President Elect is Dane Drefke. David
Diehl will serve as Membership Secretary
while Sandy Herde has volunteered as
Board Secretary. Susan Sauer takes over
as Treasurer while Linda Weiner, Chris
Westmeyer and Julie Drefke join the
Board.
To those who have served so well this
past year — thank you very much! It
takes all of us working together to make
the Square the community that it is.
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Home’s Past
Continued from page 1

thought little of it until they asked if he
knew where a Harris family used to live.
It was the son and daughter-in-law of
Juanita.
The couple were in town for a wedding,
but at the request of their mother, who
grew up with handed-down memories of
life on Waverly Place, they located the
Divine’s home for Juanita.
After a year of correspondence, Jay and
Kim and their children went to Boerne,
Texas for a week in August to record the
oral, written and photographic history
of their home. They spent three full days
just making scans of photographs and old
letters at Juanita’s house.
“She had all these stories memorized in
her head in great detail,” said Jay.
Juanita is mother to four children and
married to her second husband after being
widowed. She is a painter, a poet, and
an amateur historian, currently writing
a book on 11 women in her family she
considers pioneers – among them her
grandmother Florence and her great
grandmother Alma Weiskirch Harris, wife
of Loyd Harris.
Jay plans to return again in October to
continue the documentation, including
the scanning of hundreds of letters Harris
wrote to his family while a Union Army
officer during the Civil War.
Harris, a widower, built the house at
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Waverly Place in 1878-1879 in preparation for the arrival of his second wife from
Wisconsin. In 1880, Florence was born in
the home.
Florence moved to Texas after her
marriage in 1902. Jay now has the invitation for the reception that was held at the
Waverly Place home. Unfortunately, Florence never returned to Missouri, and a few
years after her father’s death in 1918, Florence arranged for mother and youngest
sister to move to Texas, where she was part
of an affluent family.
Sadly, the Harris family fortune dissipated about the same time as Harris’
death. His lumber manufacturing company
produced wood wheels and associated
parts, but by 1918, Americans were beginning a torrid devotion to the automobile.
The historical details of the Harris
family, of course, stretch far beyond their
years at Waverly Place. Jay, a history fan
himself, sits and talks in great detail about
Juanita and her family as if he can envision each story he’s heard playing out
within the walls and home that he has
resurrected.
And while Jay still does not know
much after 1918 about the stately home
that he has nursed back with elaborate
care and devotion during the last 30
years, he has discovered new friends and a
wealth of historical information about his
home. When he bought his house, he was
drawn by the chance of owning a museumquality Victorian home and had the naïve

notion that he
could complete
the home a room
a week – for a
total rehabilitation project of 10
weeks.
Now, 30 years
later, he is still
rehabbing his
beloved home
that is full of the
elegantly simple
charm and character that typified
it in 1879. And he
has a novel-sized,
entrancing history
to go with it.

A portrait of Florense
Ilse Harris Herff
made on her wedding
day, June 30, 1902.
She was 22, and married Dr. John Bennett
Herff (above) of San
Antonio, Texas.
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Legislation eases license
plate tag replacements
By Senator Maida Coleman
Democratic Floor Leader, Missouri Senate

If you, like me, have ever been the
victim of license-plate tag theft, I am
glad to announce the passage of a new
state law that requires the state to
replace two sets of stolen license tags
each year for free.
I sponsored
this bill after
receiving more
complaints
on this issue
than just about
anything else, car
clouting coming
in right at the top
as well. Hopefully, this will
Maida Coleman
help make life a
little easier for everyone.
Under the old law, if your license
plate tags were stolen, the state only
issued you one free replacement. Under
this new law, however, you can receive
two sets of two license plate tabs each
year at no cost.
In addition, a citation cannot be
issued to you for missing license plate
tags if you indicate to law enforcement
officials that the tags have been stolen
and a check of your motor vehicle registration record reveals that your vehicle
is properly registered.

Court costs will also be waived in
cases where a citation has been improperly issued. I am very appreciative of
the assistance of Representative Amber
Boykins D-60, for handling this legislation in the House.
As with this legislation, all of the
bills I sponsor have a direct affect on my
constituents. Being in the Democratic
minority in Jefferson City makes it very
difficult to pass progressive legislation,
so I choose my issues carefully with a
goal of getting them passed.
Another new law stemming from my
legislation this year will go a long way
towards cleaning up one of the worst
blights in this city – lead poisoning.
By strengthening the laws regarding
lead-paint removal, we are strengthening
our ability to eradicate its poisoning
effects once and for all.
This new law places new and more
stringent requirements on property
owners, lead inspectors, risk assessors,
lead abatement supervisors, lead abatement workers, project designers, and
lead abatement contractors with regard
to lead-paint removal.
The bill also creates a $1 check-off on
the Missouri income tax return for the
Childhood Lead Testing Fund.
In addition, the law requires the
Department of Health and Senior
Services to provide on its Internet
website educational materials that
explain the rights and responsibilities
of the property owners, tenants, lead
inspectors, risk assessors, and lead abatement contractors.
With the help of Representative Rodney Hubbard, D-58, we have
also passed a new law that requires
the Department of Health and Senior
Services to offer a vaccination program
for first responders deployed to disaster
areas as a result of bioterrorism events.
I don’t think any of us question the
importance of this requirement.
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Taste of Lafayette
Continued from page 1

contributing to a very successful concert
season:
Those Who Sponsored Concerts:
Lafayette Square Restoration Committee
Lafayette Square Business Association
Raffle Sponsors:
Ricardo’s Italian Café
SqWires Restaurant and Market
Lagniappes’s Ninth & Victor Restaurant
Augusta Brewing Company & Beer Garden
McArthurs Bakery
Edele & Mertz Hardware
Four Muddy Paws
St. Louis Rickshaw
Lafayette Town Hall Restaurant
(Opening December)
Square One Brewing Company
(Coming Soon)
Kids’ Coloring Contest Sponsors:
Big Shark Bicycles
Walden Books
Lafayette Walk
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“Taste Of” Participants
SqWires Restaurant & Market
Ricardo’s Italian Café
Perc On The Park
Eleven Eleven Mississippi
Belas Artes
33 Wine Shop
Bailey’s Chocolate Bar
Four Muddy Paws
Square One Brewing Company
Arcelia’s Restaurant
With Support From:
Regional Arts Commission of Greater St. Louis
St. Louis Dept. Of Parks & Recreation
American Eagle Credit Union
Sauce Magazine
Nestle Water
Lupton Chapel
Remember Me Vintage Clothing
State Farm Insurance
Special Thanks To: John Adams and
Florissant Valley’s Interpreting Training
Program for providing signing for the
hearing impared; Access Imaging for
poster design and graphics when needed;
Pete Nazir for quality concert sound;
our own Arts Council commandos and

Submitted photo

Following a Perfectos game, this family came out in vintage style for the Taste of Lafayette
event in Lafayette Park.

everyone who helped sell raffle tickets:
Bethany Budde, Pier Aslup, & Michelle
Adams For “Taste Of…”

(knowing it is always cooler in the park),
thank you all and we will see you next
summer!

And Last, But Not Least: To you,
our audience, our neighbors, our friends
and families, those who come from near
and far, and those who brave the heat

For Information On Becoming A Member
Of The Arts Council Of Lafayette Park Call
(314) 772-4644

Need help paying for medicine?
By Jeanette Mott Oxford
State Representative, District 59th

“I can’t afford my prescriptions.”
That’s a sad comment that I hear from
far too many constituents, especially our
elders. More than 650,000 Missourians
are uninsured, so this is surely a problem
throughout our state.
It is a shame that the United States
is the only industrialized nation without
a national health plan. I believe healthcare is a human right and that the most
compassionate and cost efficient step
we can take on this issue is to develop a
universal single-payer system.
In the meantime, U.S. pharmaceutical
companies have formed the Partnership for Prescription Assistance (PPA)
and have furnished elected officials with
brochures describing how to access help in
finding free or reduced priced medicines.
I hope that my constituents will try this

service and then let me know whether it
was indeed helpful or not. I will then offer
appropriate feedback and attempt to get
any needed changes made.
If you need assistance in paying for
medicine, here is the process described in
the PPA brochure:
1) Know the names of the medicines
you take.
2) Call toll free to 1-888-4PPA-NOW
(1-888-477-2669).
3) A trained specialist will answer your
questions and help you apply.
PPA’s services are available to workers,
unemployed persons, senior citizens and
retirees, students, families, and single
persons. You may also visit www.pparx.org
to learn more.
Again, I want to hear how this program
does or does not meet your needs. I can be
reached at my district headquarters: 314772-0301.
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New book spotlights Benton Park West’s history
Four different walking tours will highlight the Benton Park West neighborhood,
part of the recently created GravoisJefferson Streetcar Suburb National
Historic District. Coinciding with the
release of a book from
Arcadia Publishing titled
“Benton Park West” by Edna
Campos Gravenhorst, the
walks offer insights into the
architecture, history and
details of this evolving south
side St. Louis neighborhood. Guided and narrated,
the series of Saturday tours
started at 10 a.m. on Sept.
24 (Tour A) and continue
on Oct. 8 (B), Oct. 22 (C)
and Nov. 5 (D).
Tour A will start at 3150
Ohio, the home of Edna
Campos Gravenhorst and her husband.
The 1885 house will be part of the tour.
Among other points of interest will be the
former site of the Federer Building, the
1960’s location of the office of Dr. William
G. Swekosky, a dentist who spent his
spare time taking photographs of St. Louis
architectural landmarks, documenting
a heritage which has been considerably diminished. A significant portion
of his collection is archived today at the
Missouri Historical Society.
Tour B begins at the front entrance of
the Gravois Planing Mill, 3026 Juniata (at
Minnesota), constructed in 1893. Benton
Park West, like many south St. Louis
neighborhoods, attracted and was first
developed by skilled immigrant workers.
A vacant lot could be purchased for two
to three hundred dollars, and carpenters,
stone masons, brick makers and layers,
iron workers and others quickly found
employment within the blossoming St.
Louis economy to support their families
and to make payments on home financing
loans. The focus of the tour will be on the

imprint of their skills on the residential
and commercial structures they built.
Tour C starts at the Hat Mart, 3411
California, a business which has been at
this location since 1915. The tour will
detail the changing faces
of Cherokee Street. This
commercial strip provides
interesting insights into
the history of American
retailing. Butchers and
bakers, tailors and undertakers and saloon keepers
were replaced by ever more
specialized and sophisticated
stores, retail chains and
entertainment venues, such
as movie houses. Streetcars
and then buses broadened
the reach of the Cherokee
business district, and the
shifting customers representing different
nationalities also impacted retail trends.
The Silver Spur at 2614 Utah will be part
of the tour.
Tour D, which starts at 3151 Cherokee, the Fort Gondo Compound for the
Arts, spotlights a neighborhood institution which symbolizes the emerging and
diverse culture of Benton Park West.
Originally developed for and by an immigrant population, today Benton Park West
again is remarkable for the diversity of its
population, as new arrivals represent an
array of nationalities, cultures and backgrounds. As the neighborhood changes,
diversity remains a positive factor.
Each walk will last approximately
2 hours and will cover a section of the
Benton Park West book. The author, who
does historical home research under the
name Three Nosey Broads, will be available at the start of each tour for questions
and comments and to sign copies of her
book, which will be available for purchase.
Charge for each tour is $10 per person, $8
for neighborhood residents. The tours are

sponsored by St. Louis Walking Tours. For
additional information, please visit http:
//www.stlouiswalkingtours.com. Reservations appreciated. Call 314-773-3543 or
e-mail maureen@stlouiswalkingtours.com.
For additional information and maps, visit
http://www.3noseybroads.com.
About The Author of
“Benton Park West”
Edna Campos Gravenhorst, 50, is a
native of South Texas. Her love of local
history comes from roaming around her
great grandparent’s ranch which has
been in the family for over a century and
sitting on the porch listening to her greatgrandmother tell the family history. Her
ancestors had come from Spain to Texas
and were granted a Spanish Land Grant in
the 1700s. They farmed and raised cattle
there until the 1800s. Their ranch was in
the region between the Nueces and Rio
Grande Rivers. This region belonged to
Spain, then Mexico and with the 1848
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo extending
the Texas boundaries to the Rio Grande
River the Mungia family lost their land,
as did many other Spanish families.
During the Civil War eight members of
the Mungia family from Hidalgo County
enlisted with the Confederate Army.
These were the stories Edna grew up
hearing, so when she and her husband,
Ted, bought their home in historic Benton

4161 CASTLEMAN

Park West it was only natural to want to
know about the Germans who had built
this community.
There wasn’t a book specifically about
this neighborhood so she decided to write
one.
A 1974 graduate of South Texas
Commercial College in Corpus Christi,
Texas, Campos Gravenhorst had a
twenty-five-year career in sales and
merchandising. In 2002 she was ready for
a second career and founded the historical home research business, Three Nosey
Broads. To date Three Nosey Broads has
researched more than one hundred and
fifty historic homes in the city of St. Louis.
Campos Gravenhorst is a member of
The Society of Architectural Historians,
Missouri Valley Chapter; the St. Louis
Genealogical Society, Missouri Alliance
for Historic Preservation, Rough Writers
of St. Louis and the Benton Park West
Neighborhood Association. She sits on
the executive board of Gallery Visio,
University of Missouri-St. Louis.
She hopes that this work will encourage
other city neighborhoods to discover
and record more of their history. Campos
Gravenhorst regards the book as a new
beginning for Benton Park West, a place
to call home and to give children a sense
of pride in growing up in a historic neighborhood verses, the ‘hood. A place people
want to preserve instead of tear down.

This beautiful historic rehab has been
renewed from top to bottom, is tax abated
for 10 years. 3 BRs, 2 full baths, separate
dining & living rms, original pocket doors,
2 fireplaces, a spacious eat-in kitchen, upper
deck, nicely appointed bathrooms. Oak wood
floors as well as the back stairwell leading
from the 3rd BR &/or FR to the kitchen for
those late night snacks. The center floor plan
retains the charm of yesterday & the renewal provides all of the modern
amenities. Close to the Botanical Gardens, Tower Grove Park & Grand.
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A Walker’s World
by Melanie Harvey

Strolling through Compton Heights
Compton Heights is one of St
represented here. Ernst Janssen alone
Louis’ most graceful walking neighcontributed 14 homes in addition to
borhoods because it isn’t on a grid.
that grandiose castle-on-the-hill, the
Straight streets are purposeful and
Stockstrom Mansion facing Reservoir
organized, clearly the mark of urban
Park. The E. Jungenfeld Co. which
humanity. The gently curving streets
designed several breweries (the Lemp
of Longfellow and Hawthorne,
and Columbia buildings remain) had a
between Grand and Russell, offer
hand in several homes, including the
subtly changing vistas, which invite
only example of “Jugendstil”, German
leisurely scrutiny. However, this seemArt Nouveau. Theodore Link, of
ingly “natural” arrangement – as if
Union Station fame, is present along
meandering country lanes have been
with William Gruen, designer of the
overtaken by urban development – was
German Pavilion of the 1904 World’s
contrived by Julius Pitzman, surveyor
Fair. Two strikingly different homes by
and designer in Gilded Age St Louis.
William Ittner contrast with his innoIn 1889 six hundred men with 300
vative public school buildings and Art
teams of mules were employed to rearDeco Continental Building. One home
range treeless prairie and fill sinkholes
influenced by the new “Prairie School”
to create this elegant subdivision.
of American architecture was built
Most of Compton Heights’ magnifiby German-born architect Frederick
cent homes were built between 1890
Widmann for himself.
and World War I. The new owners
Names of some original residents
were prosperous citizens of German
connect the past to the present.
descent who shared business interests
Pitzman himself lived here for a few
and family ties. They were members of
years; the company he founded still
the Liederkranz Society, which built
exists. William Koken founded Koken
a social club on Grand near Magnolia
Iron Works, one of a half-dozen local
(now demolished). They commisfoundries whose name plates are still
sioned local architects to build unique
stamped on the cast-iron storefronts
houses individually crafted to display
to be found east of Grand. Several
the owners’ wealth and whimsies.
members of the Griesedieck brewing
Most are flamboyant and eclectic,
family lived here; their descendants
rich in visual detail, reflecting trends
just released St Louis’ newest specialty
in contemporary European architecbeer. The owners of Hadley-Dean
ture (especially German �Rennaissance
Glass Works were residents whose
Revival). Styles are difficult to categoformer downtown office building was
rize – clearly these
designers
and
their
$239,000
2322 LOUISIANAone of the first rehabs on Washington
patrons enjoyed playing
with
the
finest
Avenue
20
years
ago;
some
of their
Amazing total rehab town home in Tower
materials that money
could
Grove
East.buy!
Bamboo floors, distinctive
ceramic tile,glass decorates both strucelegant
woodwork,
Several illustrious
architects
are and exposed
tures. brick

� ������������

throughout! Spacious kitchen with 42''
maple cabinets, center island. Beautiful
master suite with additional sitting room,
new systems! Two-car garage.

Rhonda Lemmon

(314) 531-1900

��������������
2806 MCNAIR

$389,900

Complete rehab, 3 bedrooms, 3 1⁄2 bath, 2800
sq. ft. of elegance. 2 master suites, 3rd-floor
master includes laundry and deck. All appliances included (stainless). Granite
countertops, 2-car garage.
CAROLYN MCAVOY (314) 531-1900 • (314) 757-1007

My favorite “back-story” concerns
the home of teenager Irma von Starkloff whose family moved to Compton
Heights in 1895. Irma was the first
author of Joy of Cooking. Although
unsophisticated by the standards
of today’s celebrity chefs, generations of cooks have depended on
Joy to learn basic kitchen skills and
everyday recipes written in a breezy
but clear conversational style. Irma’s
father was a German-born doctor
who proudly served the Union in
the Civil War, and embraced liberal
and progressive causes in the years
following. Irma married a nearby resident, Edgar Rombauer; his suicide in
1929 prompted her to publish a cookbook to earn money. Their daughter
Marion married John Becker (whose
mother grew up in Compton Heights
also); they moved to Cincinnati but
continued updating and publishing
until their son Ethan took over this
family tradition. Their neighborhood
remains for the pleasures of walking
– and all the avenues of imaginative
exploration that may result.
Melanie Harvey is a tour guide in St
Louis and a proud member of Landmarks
Association, publisher of Compton
Heights – A History and Architectural Guide. Additional information
may be gleaned from Stand Facing the
Stove – the Story of the Women Who
Gave America the Joy of Cooking,
by Anne Mendelson. Melanie can be
reached at www.DaytripperMO.com or
314-367-3098.
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Operation
Safestreet
offers car theft
deterrant
Operation Safestreet, the St. Louis
Metropolitan Police Department and
Auto Lock and Key Company have
joined forces in an effort to assist citizens
-in preventing and reducing theft and
vandalism of Chrysler cars including most
Dodge, Jeep, and Eagle models.
There were 8,913 cars reported stolen
in the City Of St. Louis in 2004. Approximately one third of the stolen cars are
Chrysler products. A manufacturing
design makes the certain Chrysler products particularly vulnerable to theft.
Attempted theft of these vehicles is particularly costly to owners in unnecessary
repairs.
Auto Lock and Key Company has
located a company in New York who
designed an ignition collar for Chrysler
products. The collar is made from solid
steel and helps prevent easy access to the
Chrysler ignition. In some cases, the collar
can be used to repair the damage caused
after someone has stolen your car, helping
to reduce the expensive repair bill.
The St. Louis Metropolitan Police
Department’s Auto Theft Unit states
that they have not seen a similar product
used in preventing your vehicle from
being stolen since the introduction of the
steering column collar in the mid 1880s
for General Motor Products.
Once the device is installed, you never
have to remove it or remember to lock it
again. In an effort to help launch this new
program, Auto Lock and Key has agreed
to install the Chrysler collar for St. Louis
City residents at a special rate. Contact
Auto Lock and Key at (314) 388-3803 and
mention Operation SafeStreet to receive
the discount.
Reprinted with permission of Operation
Safestreet.
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Artistic passion leads to new business
people interested in the arts. I owe a lot to
my parents.
Marquis Contributor
“Once I got to art school, what was
nice was that I was seen as a natural. The
Unlike many artists who perform their
craft merely as a side job, Catharine Magel ‘work’ I’ve had to learn to do is discipline
myself and learn how to plug it in to real
has been able to “eek out” an existence
life…how to make a living at it without
doing what she loves.
having it be a job.
Magel describes herself as a well“I’ve learned the hard way through
rounded artist; one who creates art
making mistakes.”
through sculpture, painting, drawing,
One way Magel keeps herself from
and public and fine art. She mainly views
getting burned out is to choose projects
herself as an artist who creates through
that challenge her to do better.
ceramics, though — it isn’t something she
“I like teaching because it’s challenging
had anticipated.
and forces me to think more,” she said.
As a child, Magel was surrounded by
Her goal upon entering art school in
artists. Both of her parents are artists—her
Kansas City was not to be a teacher (“I
father sold original prints and art reprowas very shy,” she said). She had anticiductions; her mother did a lot of painting
pated becoming a painter. However, the
and drawing, in much of which she
involved Magel. Growing up in Michigan, painting department “scared” her mainly
because she felt like students were turning
Magel said her mother would often take
out look-alike pieces and she wanted to be
her and other children to the beach and
able to find her own voice and create her
set up an easel for drawing or painting.
“I grew up listening to artists,” she said. own work.
She became enthralled with the
“It’s just in my blood; I was surrounded by
sculpting and ceramics
department.
“There were some incredibly talented people ahead of
me in ceramics,” Magel said.
“Now they’re internationally
known artists making incredible pieces. It really excited
me.”
What excites Magel now
is being able to give back to
the community, “to give and
see people get excited about
something you’ve given.”
One of the most signifiSubmitted photo cant projects Magel has
Catharine Magel designed the 290’ tile section of the floodwall worked on involved both the

By Michelle Kowalski

along the Mississippi River in St. Louis

community and giving back to it—not to
mention challenging more than just her
skills as an artist. The project was working
on the floodwall on the Mississippi Riverfront.
“Someone came to me with a $6,000
budget,” she said of the project’s humble
beginning. “They didn’t really have a location in mind, but said to think of a mile of
tile.”
Magel developed a design for the wall
that featured the flora and fauna of the
Mississippi River. Her intent was to make
it a destination, a place that would help
get people to come down to the river, she
said.
The people she was working with were
so excited about the model that they
raised an additional $200,000. The project
took three years to complete.
The challenging part came in getting
the project actually up on the floodwall.
“I made the first 8’ section without
getting paid,” Magel said. “I pushed really
hard and got paid and finally put the first
section up [on the floodwall] by finding
people to help put it up for free.
“It was a huge process.”
Huge indeed. Magel made all the tiles
used in the project herself from clay. She
made her own glaze and adhered each one
to the floodwall with Thin-set and then
grouted it. The project is approximately
290’ long, Magel said.
Fast forward several years—and
numerous public projects—and we find
that Magel has been able to realize
another dream. In 1982, while Magel was
a graduate student, she knew she someday
wanted to run a tile company that would
make custom tile. That company is one
she and her husband are well on their
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Submitted photo

Catherine Magel works in her studio.

way to making successful with the recent
purchase of a 3,000-square-foot building,
which the couple is renovating, near the
Lemp Brewery on Marine Ave. Magel
rents space in the building to two other
artists, a potter and a sculptor.
The company, Riverworks Studio,
both makes architectural tile, mosaics and
custom work, and also provides a service
to the community by offering workshops.
The workshops, offered by Magel and
two other local artists, cover tile making,
sculptural/3D bead sculpting, and luminaries—forms that are made out of clay
with cut outs that are designed to hold
candles. The workshops are offered over
two weekend days and include lectures,
lunch and hands on projects.
For more information on workshops or Magel’s studio, contact her at
(314) 963-7513 or through email at
artsculpt@usa.net.
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Time to ready the garden for winter
By Linda Weiner
Lafayette Square

Quote of the Month:
My good hoe, as it bites the ground
revenges my wrongs, and I have less lust
To bite my enemies. In smoothing
the rough hillocks,
I smooth my temper.
Ralph Waldo Emerson
Volunteers Needed:
Saturday, October 15, 9-12 p.m.
Ah, it’s fall cleanup and bulb
planting time, another active time for
gardening volunteers! The good thing
about gardening is the opportunity
for physical exercise paired with the
psychological benefits of joining with
others and working through a variety of
emotions! Plus, you get to appreciate
the resulting beauty. It’s a win/win situation so come volunteer! The grants
administered through Operation Brightside will be in on Saturday, Oct. 15 …
so come to Lafayette Park and find Ruth
Kamphoefner at the grotto, Rebecca
Wright at the rock garden, or Linda
Weiner along the Park Avenue medians
at Truman Parkway.
If you’d like to volunteer on your

own time, please call Linda at 6217071 for suggested sites and activities
to match your interests and capabilities.
There is pruning, raking and bagging,
weeding, cutting back perennials, and
bulb planting to be done! Many thanks!
Annual Fall Harvest Party for
Gardening Volunteers:
Sunday, October 16, 12-3 p.m.
The annual Fall Harvest Party,
held each year to thank all those who
help with neighborhood beautification
and/or those who have a community
garden bed will be held at the Lafayette
Square Community Garden at Park and
Dolman, on Sunday, Oct. 16. This year
the event will be held at noon.
Please bring a dish to share (maybe
one made from garden produce), a chair
to sit upon, and join us in celebrating
the harvest!
Chili and cider will be served.
In case of inclement weather, 1801
Hickory will be the alternative site.
See you there!
Gateway Greening Grants Available
Each year Gateway Greening offers
grant opportunities to those interested
in new or add-on greening projects on
public land. If you have a pet project in

mind, call Gateway Greening at 5779484 to get the skinny on applying.
Planned projects in the Square currently
include landscaping at 18th and Chouteau, adding to the grotto and rock
garden plantings. Grants are due back
on Nov. 11.
Muchas, Muchas Gracias
Many thanks to the volunteers
who came to “Tear up the turf” Day on
Saturday September 17th including Tim
Gore, John Herlihy, Erin Budde, Carolyn
Willmore, and about 12 other hearty
workers. The Park House area is now
partly cleared to make way for the new
design to be carried out by the Lafayette
Park Conservancy and volunteer Kerry
Brooks. Thanks also to Artemus Phillips
for his continuing efforts shaping bushes
in Lafayette Park.
Lafayette Square Community
Garden Beds Available
There are 2 beds available this fall …
call Linda Weiner at 621-7071 or Steve
Fliesler at 621-2412 to reserve one for
this fall or next spring.
Garden members agree to participate
in 2 cleanups a year, keep their beds
reasonably tidy, and contribute to the
water bill.
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‘The Schools’ in Soulard has plans to grow
By Stacey Rynders
Marquis Contributor

At the urging of local parents,
Soulard’s Little School and Gym began
its expansion this year with the beginning of the Soulard School. At present,
“The Schools,” which they are affectionately being called by parents, provides an
inner-city schooling alternative for children in Junior Pre-Kindergarten (age 2-3)
through First Grade. With each academic
year, the plan is to add another consecutive grade level until The Soulard School
accepts students through eighth grade.
“The parents are the driving force,
absolutely,” said Little School and Gym
founder and Director Kelly Holoran
Bock. “Their dedication is profound.
Education – it’s always been about
the parents. If you don’t have parents
supporting that child and that school…”
And it is the parents that have
been urging Bock, since she opened
the Little School and Gym in 1997 for
preschool-age children, for her to start an
elementary school based on her Qualitative Education philosophy. And in the
last year, Jay Gibbs, a Soulard resident
and rehabber, agreed to sell his property at 7th Street and Geyer Road to
accommodate Soulard School, the old
Humboldt School #2.
The parents of current Little School
students came together and formed “The
Schools’ Parent Association,” which
has helped raise more than $20,000 for
Soulard School. Then two of Bock’s
Little School teachers came forward
to help found Soulard School, Business Manager Renee Jeep and Assistant
Director Sara Christman.
This academic year, “The Schools”
teach approximately 120 students in
Junior Pre-Kindergarten (ages 2-3)
through First Grade.
The Little School and Gym and the
Soulard School, temporarily located at
Trinity Lutheran Church, are more than
just a new local option in a community, they also are a new philosophy
in teaching – qualitative education, as
defined by Bock.
“I don’t necessarily agree with the
large standardizing process to measure
a student or a school,” Block said. “We
believe that there is no greater influence in a child’s life the parents — it is
so necessary that parents are partners in
their child’s education.”
Parents can expect ongoing dialogue,
as well as extensive documentation,
though this documentation does not
necessarily mirror traditional public
school methods, said Bock.

In fact, Bock describes her qualitative
education as a reflection of a combination
of educational theories with no major
focus on one above the other.
Bock describes her qualitative education philosophy, which is part of her
doctoral education studies at St. Louis
University, as scaffolding. In order to
complete a building, the scaffolding
framework must continuously move
piecemeal around a structure, adjusting
to the pace of progress with visible signs
only evident once the scaffolding has
moved.
“When children are really engaged in
what they are doing, that’s when they are
learning,” Bock said.
So at “The Schools,” parents can
expect the interests of their child to
shape his or her academic path. Bock said
that while topics are introduced as guides,
it is ultimately the interest of a child that
defines the direction of the topic for each
student.
This means that the teachers are
constantly learning with the students
as well – preparing lessons based on the
“emergent curriculum” of each student,
based on the children’s emerging interests.
And based on this theory, “The
Schools” teaches based on a child’s interests and skill levels. To accommodate this
goal, teacher to student ratios are kept
very low, at 1 to 12, so that the education
of each child can be individualized and
tailored. One example of this method is a
hands-on math lab where students move
at their own pace, based on individual
mastery of a concept. Reading levels are
also kept individual.
“The Schools” currently service
Soulard and adjoining neighborhoods,
such as Benton Park. Bock’s goal is not
to expand beyond the community, but
to emulate a by-gone era when children
went to school in their neighborhood
with their neighbors.
“Soulard doesn’t have a school
anymore and that’s troubling for people,”
said Bock, the mother of two. “I would
love for Soulard School to demonstrate
how other neighborhoods can rebuild
their own neighborhoods.”
Therefore, this private and independent education alternative operates on
a sliding tuition scale that ranges from
$2,000 - $8,000 an academic year, with
the median average about $6,000. The
tuition is based on family income, the
number of family members, and the
number of hours parents are willing to
help. The goal is not to make the school
elitist, but to reflect the diversity maintained in the community it serves.

Bock expects
“The Schools,”
at maximum, to
teach 150-160
students with
more children at
The Little School
because of the
number of parttime students. She
plans to retain the
current familystyle meals and
the familiarity
of parents and
children, so that
everyone knows
everyone.
Stacey Rynders photo
“I wouldn’t say
Located
behind
the
school,
the
playground
may
be
small
now but a growwe are traditional,
ing
school
could
mean
a
larger
yard
for
recess.
but certainly independent,” said
Bock.
For more information, visit
www.citykidsstl.org.

Ploch
Financial
Services

Expert Tax Preparation

The tax law is constantly changing.
Let a professional help insure that
you get full advantage of all
available deductions and exemptions.
OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE
Roth IRA
529 Plans
Traditional IRA Retirement Plans
Coverdell IRA College Savings Plans

2319 Whittemore Place

(314) 771-7559
��������������
2322 LOUISIANA

$239,000

Rhonda Lemmon

(314) 531-1900

Amazing total rehab town home in Tower
Grove East. Bamboo floors, ceramic tile,
elegant woodwork, and exposed brick
throughout! Spacious kitchen with 42''
maple cabinets, center island. Beautiful
master suite with additional sitting room,
new systems! Two-car garage.

��������������
2806 MCNAIR

$389,900

Complete rehab, 3 bedrooms, 3 1⁄2 bath, 2800
sq. ft. of elegance. 2 master suites, 3rd-floor
master includes laundry and deck. All appliances included (stainless). Granite
countertops, 2-car garage.
CAROLYN MCAVOY (314) 531-1900 • (314) 757-1007
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August Membership Meeting Minutes
LSRC Membership Meeting
August 9, 2005
President Jim Willmore called the
meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. The minutes
from the July were read and approved.
New residents were asked to stand and
identify themselves – none did so.
Praxair
Randy Brittingham from Praxair
provided an update for the neighborhood.
- The ad in the past Saturday’s paper
referred to a new location for their retail
store only.
- Cleanup continues – 75% complete
on site. Projected finish by the end of
August.
- Have met with SLPD/SLFD. Progress
made in investigation, will close in next
few weeks.
- Have met with city and state officials
and provided criteria for relocation.
- 57% of claims closed. May be some
construction once site is cleaned.
- Open to idea of Community Advisory
Group.
- Do not know if they will open with
non-flammable gases.
Police/Safety

Chris Goodson introduced Police
Chief Joe Mokwa. The Chief introduced
Captain Toni Fila, new commander for the
4th District. Regarding June/July burglaries,
2 men have been arrested in Soulard, with
no new burglaries since. Chief stressed
need for follow up with judicial system and
communication/engagement in process.
Police have added patrols – Don Chappelle arrested. Chief is trying to get more
officers on street, but there are some
budget challenges.
Captain Fila stressed that she wants
communication with the neighborhood,
and provided her phone number: 4442540.
State Rep. Robin Wright Jones
Investigating insurance rates in the
63104 zip code, will provide historic
results to all residents.
Committee Reports
Safety
Greg Yin reported that a new safety
committee is being investigated, contact
Susan Pinker Dodd. New directories are
also out.
Finance
Andrea Ruth reported that updated

LSRC Membership
GENERAL
Scott Adelson
Jeff Archuleta
Dawn Artis
Alison Barber
Richard Batt
Ella M. Bettinger
Matt Brazelton
Creighton Brinson
Erin Budde
Michael Callahan
Julie Callahan
Steve Clark
Betsy Clark
Michel J. Cloutier
Brian Coker
Dianne Colosi
Nick Colosi
Ron Culbertson
Barbara Davidson
Bob Davidson
David Diehl
Ann Divine
Anne Docter
Larry Dodd
Paul Donnelly
Russell Dow
Denise Dow
Dane Drefke
Julie Drefke
Judy Dwyer
Don E. Emerson
Michael Faintich
Margarget Faintich
Donald Finkel
Amy Finkel
Madalyn Fliesler
Steve Fliesler
Blake Frey
Joan Gerard
Michael Gerard
Tim Gore
David Gratz
Carol Gray
Michael Gunn
Bee Gunn
Donna Hagerty-Payne
John Herlihy
Don Heus
George Holland
Keith Houghton
Vicki Houghton
Jim Howard
Bill Jelin

Jeff Jensen
Ruth Kamphoefner
Janet Kinder-Wilcox
James Kristof
Michael Lance
Marilyn Lane
Mike Langer
Sue Lee
Cindy LeRouge
Alan Loehr
Edward Machowski
Mary Ann Machowski
James McCarter
John Meyers
Clarence H. Miller
Lynne Nabors
Matthew Negri
Norma J. Nixon
Dave Odenbach
Pat Odenbach
Judith C. Pagel
Raymond Payne
Kim Peterson
Roy Peterson
Alicia Pierce
Susan Pinker-Dodd
B.J. Portas
David Portas
Jennifer Portas
Stewart Portas
John M. Ricard
Andrea Ruth
Pat Schaller
Scott Schaller
Frank Schapiro
Ilene Shore
Paul Shore
Ed Sitek
Houston Smith
Leigh Ann Smith
George Soscia
Iris Soscia
Julianne Stone
Mary Jo Strayer
Daphne Terrill
Don Terrill
Rosalie Truong
Candy Tuller
Dave Visintainer
Mary Visintainer
Linda Weiner
Sue Wells Bauer
Chris Westmeyer
Sheila Westmeyer

Chad Wilcox
Rich Wolchock
Greg Wunsch
Laura Wunsch
Ben Zabel

William D. Odman Jr.
S. Bridgid Simpson
Ed Steck
Jean Steck
Tricia Woo

RENOVATIONIST
John Adams
Paul G. Anderson
Thomas Danisi
John Dwyer
Catherine Hamlin
Chris Hamlin
Sue Heggarty
Bill Heggarty
Ella Jean Heighman
Llewellyn Heighman
Jane Horzmann-Blackwell
Lynne Keay
Thomas Keay
Cynthia McCafferty
Melinda J. McDaniel
Lydia Padilla
Joyce Perlow
Libby Peters
Pete Peters
Mike Reardon
Sue Reardon
Chris Salinas
Paul Sauer
Susan Sauer
Karen Snyder
Peter Snyder
B. Spaulding
Steve Taviner
Brian Till
Matthias Waschek
Margaret A. Wayne
John Weller

PRESERVATIONIST
Sherman & Jane Crites
Glenn & Pat Eckert
Mark & Terry Etling
Mark Ferris, Diana Gray,
Katie & Wyndham
Dave & Carol Fisher
Sue Gibboney & Sandy
Herde
Chris & Mary Ann
Goodson
Kati Guerra & Felicia
Foland
Charles & Patricia
Hoffman
Wayne & Cheri Jones
Marilyn & William
Kincaid
Tony Malench & Steve
Wilson
The Ploch Family
Jon Ritter & Hannah
Krigman
Martin & Darlene
Schwartz
Joseph Seria & Dian
Davitt
Suzanne Sessions
Ed Smith & Sarah Duffy
Otis & Gwen Williams
Greg & Michelle Yin

RESTORATIONIST
Pat Barber
Terry Barber
Anthony Bassett
Kevin L. Bohnenstiehl
Michael Boyd
Susan Boyd
Ward Buckner
Senator Maida Coleman
Judith E. DuChateau
Maureen Dwyer
Mary Kay Jung
Tom Modglin

MARQUIS CIRCLE
Jamie & Cheryl Andrews
Tom & Merry Dahms
Steve & Rita Kelley
Jim & Sarah Kimmey
Charles MacKay
Cam McCluskey
Anne Perkins & Mary
Sale
Jim & Carolyn Willmore
FRIENDS OF LSRC
Richard A. Murray
Janice Rea
Rick Rea
Merrell A. Wiegnalle

budgets are out.
Development
Blake Frey reported that a resident
wants to develop a lot at the corner of
Dolman and Carroll and build in-fill
housing. Needs variance due to small
lot size @ 1621 Carroll – Development
Committee is in favor. Variance is for lot
size only, not building design. Issue will be
voted on during the September meeting,
following notice in the Marquis.
Developer of lots in the 1200 block
of Dolman presented plans for empty
lots. Proposal includes tearing down
1209 Dolman. Development Committee
opposed to demolition.
Conservancy
Tim Gore announced the Gala at the
Grotto, to be held on Oct. 1 from 7 to
10 p.m. Tickets are $50/pp and a form will
be in the September Marquis.
Old Business
House Tour – John Herlihy reported
that 9 houses are signed up for the Holiday
tour on Dec.11, which will run from
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Kickoff meeting will be
in early September, organizers are working
on a pre-event.
Nominations – Jim Willmore reported

that 5 positions will be open on the LSRC
Board.
Bike Race – volunteers are needed for
the bike race on Sept. 1 – volunteers get
free t-shirts.
New Business
Brew Pub – Steve Neukomm
announced that the former Lafayette Pub
property at the corner of 18th and Park will
reopen in 2-3 months as a brew pub. Work
on the property, including entire exterior is being done. There will be no 3 a.m.
license.
Announcements
President’s Awards Dinner – The
dinner will be held on Sept. 18 from 5 to
7 p.m. at the Gast Haus. Need to RSVP
for event. A nomination list was passed
out for awards.
Taste of Lafayette SQ – The taste will
take place on Sept. 10 from 11 a.m. to
6 p.m. Three bands will perform, with
restaurants having booths in the park.
The meeting was adjourned at
8:05 p.m. The social was hosted by
Houston and Leigh Ann Smith.
Submitted by Greg Yin
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Urban plan moves ahead
By Michael Lance
Lafayette Square

The Lafayette Square Neighborhood
– Urban Plan (the Plan) made significant progress during the last twelve
months, most notably the construction
of the Park Avenue Plaza and a number
of traffic calming measures implemented this past summer. One of the
main aims of the Plan is to ensure that
the vacant lots in the business district
were developed in such a manner as to
enhance and, in a sense, “complete”
the historic picture and charm of the
streetscape. With the construction of
the two infill mixed-use projects, we
are certainly on our way! And, this
past year, the Lafayette Square Business
Association (LSBA) was created to help
manage, market and improve the business district. Traffic calming measures,
including the reduction of driving lanes
and the installation of bike lanes has
slowed traffic, thus making it safer for
pedestrians.
For those new to Lafayette Square,
the Plan was the result of a year-long
participatory planning process that
involved nearly 1000 residents, business owners and other stakeholders.
It was adopted in December of 2001
by the City of St. Louis as the primary
planning and design guide for the neighborhood. The objective of the Plan is
to provide a set of guidelines and a road
map of implementation actions that
capitalizes on the existing assets of the
neighborhood and the proposed adjacent
developments in order to continue the
revitalization of Lafayette Square in an
orderly and comprehensive manner. The
Plan also reinforces the Historic Code
for the neighborhood, but does not regulate private property.
Two years ago, the City created a
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) district
for the neighborhood in order to fund
some of the larger projects under the
Plan. These projects include the Park
Avenue Plaza, 18th/Chouteau Redevelopment area, new entry features similar
to the Park Ave./Jefferson gates, historic
pedestrian street lighting, traffic calming
measures, funding for Lafayette Park
projects and “seed” money for a new
community garden. So, each time you
spend money at one of the restaurants or
shops on Park Avenue, a portion of the
tax comes back into the neighborhood
to help pay for these projects.
In October, the 18th/Chouteau Redevelopment Plan will commence with the
construction of a public parking lot to
serve the businesses and residents and a

new community urban park separating
the parking lot from the residential
area. The new roadway connecting 18th
Street and Dolman was completed in
late July. As a direct result of the redevelopment plan, the Gast Haus building
was restored, the building directly to
the west is being restored and the Eden
Publishing Building will be completed
by early 2006. So, another aim of the
Plan (to strengthen and enhance our
borders) will have been accomplished.
The Aldi Site and Stewart’s Carwash
site at Jefferson and Lafayette have been
purchased with mixed-use developments planned. The neighborhood will
work with the City and developers to
construct entry features at this important entrance to the historic district,
along with appropriate traffic calming
measures. The developer of the new
infill housing at Mississippi/Chouteau
has agreed to pay for and install new
entry features at that location.
Additional traffic calming measures
will be installed as funding becomes
available. Alderman Reed has agreed to
pay for additional crosswalks with ADA
access at Kennett/Mississippi, Waverly/
Lafayette and Mississippi/Benton. We
are working to have these installed next
spring.
Funding has been obtained to extend
and complete the Truman Parkway to
18th Street from where it now ends at
Chouteau. Work should commence
within the next two months. The
Jefferson Viaduct is scheduled to be
torn down and re-built, probably beginning in early 2007. The city will not
begin work until the Truman Parkway
is finished as well as the Market Street/
Compton Bridge. A task force comprised
of LSRC and LSBA leaders are working
with the city to make sure that the
closing will have as a minimum impact
as possible on the neighborhood.
Finally, the Praxair incident has
provided an opportunity to enhance
and greatly improve the northeast quadrant of the Square. Although the Plan
provides some ideas for housing and
mixed-use developments, any urban
designer could arrive at a number of
options and conclusions. This area of
the Plan was left intentionally vague
because quite frankly, the neighborhood
believed it would be many years before
the area (the Praxair site) would become
available. It is critical, now, that the
neighborhood and city come together to
begin exploring various options.
The entire Plan may be found at
www.lafayettesquare.org or at the Main
and Barr branch library locations.

13

PEEK INTO THE PAST:

NEIGHBORHOOD WATERING HOLES
by Cara Jensen
Around the turn of the century, St.
Louis was known as “first in shoes, first
in booze, and last in the American
League”. It seemed St Louis residents
took this slogan to heart, as there were
over 1100 saloons/saloon employees
listed in the city directory in 1890!
The term highball was said to have
been coined at a St. Louis saloon
that catered to railroad workers. The
drinking glass was nicknamed a ball,
and the workers who only had time
for a quick drink started calling their
whiskey and water a “highball.”
In 1874, St. Louis native M.W.
Heron, bartending in New Orleans,
created a peach-flavored bourbon
whiskey that became known as
“the grand old drink of the South.”
Heron named his invention Cuffs
and Buttons, a takeoff on a popular
beverage of the era called Top Hat
and Tails. He changed the name to
Southern Comfort only after moving
back to St. Louis.
Whether you prefer to call them
bars, pubs, taverns, or ale houses, here
are a few that called this area home:
1700 Russell: McKinley Heights
saloon run by Leonard Bachmann.

2400 Menard: Soulard establishment operated by Robert Zanto and
family.
1700 S. 11th: LaSalle canteen run
by Anton Filip who resided at 1046
Soulard Ave.
1700 Geyer: Soulard taproom operated by Thomas Hause.
900 Geyer: Soulard pub owned by
Bernard Duesterhaus.
2800 Missouri: Benton Park tavern
kept by August P. Koebbe.
1800 Park: Lafayette Square lounge
managed by John Schnieder.
NE corner of Menard/Emmet:
Soulard saloon run by Charles
Kreichelt who lived nearby at 1019
Emmet.
Cara Jensen is the founder of Sherlock
Homes, a historical research company
and is also an independent public relations and marketing consultant. She is
the past president of the Shaw Neighborhood Improvement Association, serves
on the Grand South Grand House Tour
committee, and is active in the 8th Ward
Independent Democratic Association.
Contact Cara Jensen at 773-2881 or
carajensen@sherlock-homes.us for information about your historic property.
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Autumn activities abound
at Lafayette Park UMC
By Debra Crowe
Lafayette Park UMC

Love a bargain? Need a little something
for yourself or your home? Ready to start
your holiday shopping? If you answered
“yes” to any of these questions, mark your
calendar for the annual fall rummage sale
sponsored by the United Methodist Women.
You’ll find clothes, toys, household items and
more—all at incredible prices. The sale is
Friday, Sept. 30 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
and Saturday, October 1 from 8:00 a.m. to
noon. Saturday is Bag Day. All items you
can fit into one bag—provided at the sale—
are only one dollar. The sale takes place in
Fellowship Hall, accessed through the lowerlevel door that faces Jefferson.
On Sunday, Oct. 2, join us for World
Communion Sunday. During service, we’ll
be focusing on ministries and ways of worship
in Mozambique, where LPUMC has a sister
church. To celebrate the international flavor
of this occasion, you’re invited to wear
clothing that is reminiscent of Africa.
The Central Methodist University Choir
is in concert at Lafayette Park UMC on
Friday, Oct. 14. The program of beautiful
inspirational music and song begins at 7:00
p.m. An alumni reception follows.
Also on Oct. 14, the pumpkins arrive for
LPUMC’s second annual Pumpkin Patch.
Starting at 4:00 p.m., you’re invited to join
us as we transform the parking lot on the
west side of the church into a riot of pumpkins, gourds and straw. It’s a great way to get
some fresh air and exercise, all the while
contributing to a wonderful community
event. Gather your family, your friends and
your neighbors and come on over. The patch
will be open from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday and from noon to

7:00 p.m. on Sunday until October 31.
Admission to the patch is free.
If you’re between the ages of 18 and 30something and would like the opportunity
to meet and socialize with others in your age
group, welcome to our newly-formed Young
Adult Fellowship. This group will promote
Christian service and spirituality as well as
sponsoring social events. The first “meet and
greet” is Sept. 29 at 7:00 p.m. at the church.
Refreshments will be served. For more
information, contact Abi Ottenberg in the
church office, 314-771-9214, or via email at
lpyoungadults@sbcglobal.net.
Relief efforts for the victims of Hurricane
Katrina are ongoing at LPUMC. There are
a variety of ways you may help: by making
a monetary donation, with the creation
of flood buckets and/or health kits, as a
member of a VIM (Volunteers In Mission)
team that will visit the stricken area in
October. For details on making donations of
money, flood buckets or health kits, please
call the church office at 314-771-9214. If
you’re interested in being a member of a
VIM team, contact Mark Dumas at 573635-6886 or mdumas@jcfumc.org.
Coming up: LPUMC’s annual turkey
dinner on Nov. 5. Reserve the date!
Lafayette Park United Methodist Church
is located at 2300 Lafayette Avenue, St.
Louis, MO 63104, just one block east of
Jefferson. It is our vision to “…be a church
without walls, creating a visible sign of
Christ’s presence in our urban community.”
You may reach us at 314-771-9214, Monday
through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Please join us for service at 8:00 and/or 10:00
a.m. on Sunday mornings and for dinner and
fellowship at Lafayette Café on Thursday
evenings at 6:15 (in Fellowship Hall on the
lower level). You are welcome here.
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News around the
neighborhoods

Four Muddy Paw’s Howlin’
Halloween Pet Parade &
Costume Contest
Four Muddy Paws is hosting it’s first
annual Howlin’ Halloween Pet Parade
and Party on Sunday, Oct. 30. Dress your
dog up (and yourself), and join the parade
that will start at Four Muddy Paws at 1
p.m. The parade will go down Mississippi Avenue around Lafayette Park and
end back at Four Muddy Paws for the best
Halloween Costume Contest and a party.
Four Muddy Paws will have fresh baked
spooky treats for dogs on their patio and
treats for the guardians, too. A photographer will also be on-hand to take photos
of the pets. Don’t have a pet? Come out
to the park anyway and cheer on your
favorite four-legged friends. Four Muddy
Paws is located at 2000 Geyer Avenue at
the corner of Mississippi Avenue. For more
information, call 314-773-PAWS (7297).

Four Muddy Paws is
Hurricane Relief Drop-Off
Center for Stray Rescue
Stray Rescue is working with the local
government officials such as (FEMA),
the Red Cross, the Humane Society of
the United States and Noah’s Wish to
provide housing, medical care and love
to the animals that will be coming to the
area. Supplies that are needed include: dog
and cat food, cat litter, dog/cat treats and
toys, blankets, dog beds, Frontline flea/tick
control, Heartguard medicine, leashes,
collars, dog shampoo, wire crates, etc.
You can drop off donations/supplies at
Four Muddy Paws, 2000 Geyer Ave. (at
Mississippi), 314-773-7297.

Lafayette Park UMC to host
annual rummage sale and
Pumpkin Patch events!
The women of the UMW will host
their annual fall rummage sale at Lafayette
Park United Methodist Church, 2300
Lafayette Avenue, on Friday September
30th from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and on
Saturday, October 1st from 8:00 a.m. to
noon. Find great bargains on clothes,
household goods, toys and more. Saturday
is Bag Day. Everything that fits into one
bag--provided at the sale--is only $1.00.
Lafayette Park United Methodist
Church, located at 2300 Lafayette Park,
just one block east of Jefferson, presents
its second annual Pumpkin Patch from
October 15th to 31st. Hours are 10:
00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Monday through
Saturday and noon to 7:00 p.m. on
Sunday. The parking lot on the west
side of the church will feature a harvest
of pumpkins, gourds, Indian corn and
straw bales. The pumpkins are great for
holiday baking and make wonderful jacko-lanterns, as well. Admission is free.

Lafayette Square Business
Association plans quarterly
social at Napoleon’s Retreat
The Lafayette Square Business Association will hold its quarterly social
at Napoleon’s Retreat, 1815 Lafayette
Avenue, from 5-7pm on Monday, October
24. Bring a colleague or guest, and mingle
with your fellow area business owners.
Complimentary wine and hors d’oeuvres
will be provided.
LSBA membership is available to
businesses with a primary address inside

the perimeter of Chouteau, Tucker, Russell
and Jefferson. Business owners in the
area interested in learning more about the
LSBA are encouraged to attend.

Auto clubs available at
reduced prices
The Auto Club is a safety device
for vehicles. This device fits across the
steering wheel of a vehicle. Operation
SafeStreet, Inc. has available to all city
employees and all other citizens of St.
Louis the Auto Clubs at a discounted
price. Available at Operation SafeStreet,
Inc., 1200 Market, Room 422, City Hall.
Call 622-3444 for more information.
Hours: Monday through Friday from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. (closed for lunch 11:30
a.m.-1:00 p.m.)
How Much? $10.00 for cars, $15.00 for
SUVs or larger vehicles. When not paying
by check or money order you will need to
bring the exact amount of change.
Operation SafeStreet, Inc. can assist
you with an anti-theft device for your
automobile: Car Collars: $25; Car Clubs:
$10-15; Starter Stops: $15.
Criteria for Free Devices: Proof of Low
Income, Proof of Disability, Seniors (62+),
Police Report Number (within last 6
months). Valid Drivers’ License and Valid
Vehicle Insurance Card are required for
all-no exceptions.
For more information, call 314-6223444, St. Louis City residents only.

Benefit concert to help Jesuit
High New Orleans students
Composer and contemporary pianist
Richard Carr, a native of St. Louis and
now a displaced survivor of Hurricane
Katrina, will perform with classically
trained guitarist Dave Isaacs of New York.
The concert will take place on Saturday,
Oct. 8 at 7 p.m. at St. Louis University High School in the Joseph Schulte
Theatre. All proceeds from the event will
go to sponsor Jesuit High Students from
New Orleans now attending Strake Jesuit
in Houston, Texas. A donation of $10 or a
good will offering above that amount will
be accepted.
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Residential For Rent
TOWER GROVE AREA • VERY QUIET
STREET – 2 BR, 1 bath duplex, w/without
garage, full basement, C/A. Call 314-6030028, ask for Tina.
23XX RUTGER - 2 BR plus basement,
$675. Deck & off-street parking. DW,
refrigerator & stove included. Merry,
503-7574.
1421 MONTROSE AT PARK AVENUE
– 1 bedroom with C/A & appliances.
$450/mo. 314-776-0907.
2 BRAND NEW APTS AT 18 th &
CHOUTEAU - Hardwood floors, spiral
stairs, SS appliances, historic style. Merry,
503-7574.

Residential For Sale
3415 LEMP & 3417 LEMP – 3-story
town homes, $269,900 each. Historic
rehab, Benton Park. www.rwoodrealty.com.
Mike Streb, 314-808-6356, R Wood Realty,
314-645-6033.

Office Space for Rent
EUCLID PLAZA BULDING – 1st
floor, parking, 1,704 sq ft. Spacious,
large windows, must see! $2500/mo.
www.rwoodrealty.com or R Wood Realty
314-645-6033 ext 225.
PRIME SOUTH COUNTY OFFICE
building for lease near major interstates.
One-story, 2,100 sq ft, perfect for health
professional or small business, plenty
of parking, easy access. Call 314-7800974.

Services
GUTTER CLEANING – US ARMY
engineer takes on any roof for gutter
cleaning & minor roof repairs. No house
too tall, no job too small Fully insured. 314220-3638, ask for Matt.
GENERAL HAULING SERVICES CO.
– Anything removed fast! Appliances,
debris, concrete, fences, pools, trees, cars
and trucks. Demolition. Odd jobs. Timothy
314-307-1201.

EMPIRE CONSTRUCTION – Remodel
& repair services • Emergency services
• Historical accuracy is our specialty.
LICENSED & INSURED. 314-280-1634.
HOME REPAIR & RENOVATIONS
– Carpentry, ceramic tile, drywall, plaster
repair, basement walls, painting, staining,
paint removal, kitchens, baths, decks,
porches. Ed at 314-504-1255.

Donations Wanted
YARN DONATIONS - Cathedral Parish
group needs washable yarn to knit prayer
shawls. Call Eileen at Cathedral, 3738204, to drop off donations.

Help Wanted
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS, very flexible
hours, will train. Wellness Center. If you
ENJOY helping others, call 322-0337.
PART TIME - Grooming Assistant, 10
hours or less a week. Bath/dry dogs, clean
grooming area, assist groomer, will train,
great for college student. Call Four Muddy
Paws, 314-773-7297.

Autos For Sale
2000 NISSAN QUEST MINI VAN – 6
cycle, room for 7, factory VHS player for
rear passengers, other nice options. Likenew condition. 55,000 miles. Dark green,
$12,500. 314-514-0663.
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17704 SUGARBERRY CT. $729,900

Exquisitely recently remodeled 2-story
home in desirable Wildhorse Creek subdivision. New hardwood floors, maple kitchen w/brand new stainless steel appliances,
freshly painted, professionally landscaped.
Elegent master bedroom suite. 3-car sideentry garage. Finished lower level. Meticulously done from top to bottom.

����

7 LADUE HILLS DR.

14 WEST POINT LANE $507,000

Fabulous sprawling ranch situated on
park-like lot w/mature trees, updated
& delightful kitchen features rows of
custom champagne oak cabinetry. Expansive rooms are ideal for entertaining, formal paneled fireplace.

$359,900

2808 MCNAIR

349,900

2029 RUTGER

$289,900

Gorgeously rehabbed two-family home
in historic Lafayette Square. Ideal for
an owner-occupant with a bottom
unit available for rent, with 2nd and
3rd floor available for owners. Within
walking distance from park on a quiet
street.

2125 NEBRASKA

$257,750

1926 PRESIDENT

$159,900

Chance to own a completely remodeled three-story brick house with
new kitchen and baths, new flooring,
fixtures and fireplace mantels. Nice
original staircase. Two-car garage and
pleasantly landscaped yard. Completion date 9-05-05.

Charming Benton Park Victorian, nicely landscaped with new light maple
kitchen and two baths, freshly painted
interior with new flooring throughout,
partially finished basement plus secret
loft on second floor.

$389,900

RORY AKERS

219 JACKSON

$339,900

3300 square foot beautiful home. Walking
distance to historic St. Charles. Four
bedrooms, 3.5 baths. Separate apartment
with private access. Oversized, 2-car
attached garage. Large eat-in kitchen
and 3 decks.

1722 NICHOLSON PLACE $289,000

Wonderful Victorian home 1/2 block
from Lafayette Park. Built in 1890, many
original features remain to add period
charm to this restored home. Hardwood
floors, art glass, fireplaces, curved staircase, great master suite.

4100 OLEATHA

$249,900

1256 SELLS AVE.

$129,900

Commercial building at a great location
at the corner of Oak Hill & Oleatha.
Formerly occupied by the House of the
Living Bread Church & Food Pantry.
Two levels, central air conditioning,
pastor’s office, large parking lot set on
a knoll above the street.

Beautifully rehabbed Tudor with
new architectural shingle roof, nice
landscaping, refinished oak floors on
first; new carpeting on second. Freshly
paved driveway. Two remodeled baths.
New maple kitchen w/breakfast room.

1922 SIDNEY

$385,000

2109 LYNCH

$350,000

5100 ATHLONE CT.

$298,000

Benton Park restoration. Over 3,000
square feet. Meticulous work. Huge
custom kitchen with cherry cabinets.
Hardwood floors. 3 bedroom/bathroom
suites, 2 fireplaces. Wonderful 2-story
rear porch. Victorian side porches and
grand new mansard roof and cornice.
New 2-car garage.

$267,500

Classic 2.5-story home in popular Shaw
neighborhood. Unbelievable 100 x 114 lot,
fully fenced w/electric gate opening to
drive & oversized 2-car garage. Open floor
plan w/beautiful natural wood staircase,
original woodwork & exposed brick. Two
patios for entertaining outdoors.

This South County home is situated
on 2 lots comprising 1.6 acres total.
Great established neighborhood. This
spacious home features more than
1800 square feet, has a 2-car attached
garage, large, screened-in patio,
covered breezeway,

Rehabbed 2250 sq. ft., 3 bedrooms,
2 1⁄2 baths; master suite with Jacuzzi.
Gourmet kitchen with stainless steel
appliances and concrete countertops.
Two-car secure garage, all-new
mechanical systems and roof.

2806 MCNAIR

Complete rehab, 3 bedrooms, 3 1⁄2 bath,
2800 sq. ft. of elegance. 2 master suites,
3rd-floor master includes laundry and
deck. All appliances included (stainless).
Granite countertops, 2-car garage.
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4149 Castleman

5133 IVONDALE LN.

$398,000

Fantastic home on well-established
cul-de-sac. Three bedroom, 2 bath
house. Dining room floors freshly
refinished. New dishwasher & new
electric range/stove in 2003. New
double pane thermal windows. Call
Karen Weiss 276-0476.

Dramatic Victorian replica in Benton
Park historic district. Breathtaking
spaces.
State-of-the-art
kitchen.
Thermal windows. Brick construction.
Exciting
artist-designed
interior.
Completed soon, some interior choices
still available to buyer.

314-531-1900 x.102

3917 FEDERER

Absolutely gorgeous example of a Holly
Hills GEM on preferred tree-lined &
landscaped Federer Place. Gleaming
hardwood floors throughout, accented
by beautiful natural woodwork and
crown molding.

$314,900

Spectacular atrium ranch with scenic
overviews, two-level cedar deck on 6.5
acres. Master bedroom suite w/walk-in
closet and Whirlpool, five� ����������
three baths, pleasantly landscaped,
finished lower level and oversized twocar garage.

4036 OSAGE RIDGE

$299,900

Newly constructed atrium ranch on 4.3
acres w/gorgeous panoramic view. Great
kitchen, full front porch, master bedroom
suite, 2 wood-burning fireplaces & deck
w/scenic view. Walkout lower level could
be finished for additional living space.

3220 INDIANA

$274,900

2120 PORTIS

Rehabbed Shaw Gardens-area brick 2-family w/new kitchens & baths, new furnaces
& central air, thermal windows, refinished
hardwood floors, new lighting fixtures, offstreet parking, spacious rooms & enclosed
porch.

$269,900

2025 RUTGER

Historic Victorian rowhouse pleasantly placed on cul-de-sac with very
little traffic. Marked by predominately
wood floors, three fireplaces featuring
marble mantles. Antique light fixtures
complete the first floor. Master bath
includes separate shower and tub.

$269,900

2322 LOUISIANA

$239,000

12860 BIG BEND RD.

$161,900

3907 MCDONALD

$159,900

3902 MIAMI

$128,900

15 LOWELL COURT

$124,900

Outstanding brick manse in Benton
Park historic district, 1⁄2 block from
park. Completely rehabbed with new
kitchen, zoned heating & cooling,
stunning staircase, new wood
floors, spacious rooms and off-street
parking.

Amazing total rehab town home in
Tower Grove East. Bamboo floors,
ceramic tile, elegant woodwork, and
exposed brick throughout! Spacious
kitchen with 42'' maple cabinets,
center island. Beautiful master suite
with additional sitting room, new
systems! Two-car garage.

Delightful
four-bedroom
home.
Completely remodeled brick twostory with new kitchen and baths, new
barber carpet, fenced yard, thermal
windows, and freshly painted interior.
In convenient south city location.

Great opportunity for someone to
perform some updating and interior
redecorating.
Convenient
Webster
Groves
location.
Finished
lower
level with walk-out to patio and
pool; great deck with panoramic
view. Call office for appointment.

Coming Soon! Great opportunity
to perform some updating and
redecorating. Wonderful family home
in much desired area of O’Fallon, MO.
Well kept 3 bedrooms and 2.5 baths
with finished lower level. Pleasantly
landscaped, large deck & covered patio
on nice cul-de-sac.

Attractive buff brick two-story situated
on raised knoll above street. First and
second floor side porches; finished room
in basement. Some thermal windows.
Delightful well-kept interior. Call for
an appointment.

5230 TENNESSEE

$99,900

Charming brick two-bedroom south
side bungalow with a front porch,
garage parking, new oak kitchen and
appliances, updated & freshly painted
interior and attractively landscaped
yard. Call for appointment.
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