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Founded by the residents of Lafayette Square

Signs of spring
After what is hoped to be a
final dose of winter, spring
seems to have arrived
outside the Park House in
Lafayette Park, as the daffodils come to life.
Dane Drefke photo

And spring means
it’s time for…

Operation Brightside
Blitz Day
Saturday, April 8
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Clean out your basement,
sweep your alley and
plan cleanups with your
neighbors! To tackle a
specific cleanup project
in the neighborhood or for
assistance with obtaining
tools, contact Linda Weiner
at 621-7071. For more information on this event, see
last month’s Marquis or visit
http://stlouis.missouri.org/
brightside/.

Post office in 63104 ZIP code fields
complaints during town hall forum
In response to a growing number of
complaints from its “customers” in the
63104 zip code, U.S. Postal Service officials held a “town hall” meeting at St.
Vincent de Paul Church in LaSalle Park on
Thursday, March 16.
St. Louis Postmaster General Mark
Anderson hosted the meeting with several
other officials from the region, as well as
management from the Benton Park Post
Office, to respond to comments.
Neighborhood attendees found out
about the meeting largely by word of
mouth. Still over 70 people, representing
all neighborhoods in 63104 came to voice
concerns.
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During the meeting that lasted nearly
two hours, postal officials heard dozens of
complaints from businesses and residents
alike. Common themes were inconsistent
delivery times, no mail delivery, mail delivered to the wrong address, damaged mail,
late mail, lost mail, inexperienced carriers
and counter personnel, and a revolving
door of personnel changes.
“I can no longer rely on the U.S. Postal
Service,” said McKinley Heights resident
and businessman Garry McMichael. “Here
in 63104 territory, I think the Post Office
has forgotten the fact that ‘Service’ is part
of its name. It’s a disaster.”
“I should be paid for doing their job,”
said Lafayette Square resident Chris Westmeyer. “I am constantly delivering mail
that was wrongly dropped off at my house
to the correct address. If I could fire you
(the U.S. Postal Service), I would.”
Speaking on behalf of the Lafayette
Square Business Association, Pete Snyder
said, “We represent businesses from
LaSalle Park, Peabody, Lafayette Square
and McKinley Heights, so its not just one
carrier that you can point to. Our carriers
generally want to do a good job. This
suggests management problems.”
In response to the complaints, Postmaster Anderson vowed to look into the
situation and get back to the 63104 neighborhoods with some solutions within 90
days. In the meantime, he suggested that
concerned customers contact Monica
Rodriguez at monica.rodriguez@usps.gov.
“She will be your advocate,” said Anderson.
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Flowers abound in
historic
Floral
Row
Wholesalers, retailers line LaSalle Avenue
By Stacey Rynders
Marquis Contributor

One of the best-kept secrets in St. Louis
is nestled along a couple of one-way blocks
of LaSalle Avenue at the edge of Lafayette
Square. Not even the storefronts are particularly revealing about this historically and
nationally renowned location. The sign that
these long blocks hide a valued asset can
be seen in the numbers of people bustling
about between 6 and 8:30 a.m. when most
people are swarming coffee houses.
But no roasting scents are evident,
except for those brought in to-go cups.
Instead, people are steeped in floral aromas.
Historically known as Floral Row since
its inception in 1890, the floral wholesale
district is where flowers enter St. Louis.
They arrive from around the world from
Thailaind or Belgium, or perhaps simply
acquired from a local grower.
“We are always striving for quality here;
we are always looking for better flowers,”
said Steve Frye of Baisch & Skinner Wholesale Floral Distributor.
But now, Floral Row is undergoing a
makeover. Within months, Jefferson and
Chouteau Avenues will be sporting new
district banners recognizing the St. Louis
Floral Market. New street signs will also
help visitors locate and identify the district.
“It’s very well known,” said Tom Carr,
owner of Tom Carr Florists, a retail florist
located at 2730 LaSalle Avenue. “It’s one
of the few wholesale districts in the country
that is consolidated.”
However, the entrance of retail florists in
St. Louis’ Floral Market only arrived within
about the last 15 years. With one exception,
Norma Uibel.
Norma Uibel Florists has been housed
on LaSalle for 27 years, said owner Norma
Uibel.

Stacey Rynders photo

Inside Baisch & Skinner, one of the many
wholesalers and retailers along LaSalle Avenue,
flowers are prepared for bouquets.

“They made me hide in the back of the
store,” said Uibel about her entry into the
neighborhood. “It’s where the fresh flowers
come into St. Louis. You don’t have to drive
to the flowers and can fill practically any
kind of order.”
But the historical Floral Row was full of
wholesale sellers – and perhaps the main
reason why few people know about the
richness of this district. It takes a valid business tax-ID number to be able to shop at
Baisch & Skinner, LaSalle Wholesale, DWF
Wholesale Florist or Floral Supply Syndicate.
Uibel said that when she opened at
her first location, there were at least eight
wholesalers and she was the lone retailer.
What began as a floral district in 1890 on
Olive Street in downtown St. Louis moved
to the 2700 block of LaSalle in the 1920s.
Even in 1987, eleven wholesalers remained
Continued to page 4
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The greenhouse of Baisch & Skinner is filled with lush tropical and native plants.
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Another sleepless night
By Houston Smith
LSRC President

It’s 4:00 a.m. and I’m staring at the
computer screen. My president’s letter to
the Marquis is late. What to write…
I could talk about volunteerism… a
thousand points of light… plagiarism.
Besides, I’m tired of talking about it and
many are tired of reading and hearing
about it. Maybe I could write a parable.
I could say it was a part of a dream that
woke me up.
A wolf was loose in the park, off
leash of course, and came upon a rabbit,
minding its own business and not in the
community garden. The wolf said, “I will

Community education courses start in April
Sigel Community Education Center’s
spring classes start the first week of April.
See the course listing for opportunities
to further your education, get fit, express
your musical or dancing creativity or get
involved with a fencing or swordsmanship group.
Sigel’s Adult Education & Literacy
(GED) class is committed to providing
quality educational services to adults as
they pursue a better life for themselves,
their families and their community.
Whether you wish to improve your
reading skills, learn to speak English, or
prepare for your GED, you can find all
of this at Sigel CEC. All classes are free.
You just have to bring a desire to learn
and a commitment to work hard.
Some of the popular classes have
been offered at Sigel for 5 to 20 years.
Our aerobics class is taught by a certified
instructor who also works her full time
job in the area. She has been teaching

aerobics at Sigel for at least 20 years. It
is the best-kept secret, fun and affordable fitness. Class is adaptable for all
fitness levels. Another popular class is
our Middle Eastern belly dancing class.
Taught by an instructor who is part of the
Simone’s Seventh Veil group, this class is
fun and informal. You don’t have to have
a flat belly to feel comfortable in this
class. You can get quite a workout and
express your creativity through dance.
New to Sigel’s course listings is vegetarian cooking and beginning Latin.
To see the complete 16-center course
listing brochure check your mail box,
stop by 2039 Russell and pick one up or
visit www.slps.org, click the Community
Education link under Events on the righthand side of the page and a link to a PDF
file of our Spring 2006 brochure is there.
Sigel is dedicated to offering affordable programming in the areas of arts,
crafts & hobbies, business & office skills,
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career exploration, childcare, community, computers, culinary, dance, family,
foreign language, general basic education, healthy living, martial arts, money
matters, music, physical fitness, recreation, scouting, youth development and
more.
Tell us what classes or programs
you would be interested in at
sigelcec@slps.org or 865-5050.
The most important aspect of community education is not program, but
process. Please consider becoming part
of the process of programming by joining
the Sigel Community Education Council.
Call 865-5050 to join our monthly meetings or offer your support in your area of
expertise or passion.

eat you now.” The rabbit replied, “That
would be unwise to attempt as I have
many friends that would come to my aid,
if only I asked!” The wolf snorted, “I see
no others; you are bluffing.”
The rabbit whistled and three tired
looking rabbits showed up. “Yes, he who
was minding his own business, we have
dragged ourselves here to help again.
How may we be of service?” The wolf
chuckled, “This is the great force of
which you alluded?” The rabbit looked
around at the all-too familiar few. In
the distance he saw others, whispering
in the dark, suggestions on how those
who showed up could better take on the
wolf. They came no closer. “Will no one
come?” pleaded the rabbit. “Oh, let them
do it,” said the whispering dark figures,
“we’ll come next time.” … and then the
wolf ate the four rabbits, one after the
other.
No, no, no, too gruesome, and children read this paper. Maybe I should
stick to news. You know, the news about
the development over at that site that
will alter the Square as we know it. You
know, the one we talked about at the last
membership meeting. Maybe I should
mention the legislation that will change
the value of all our homes, but that’s for
the next meeting, and I don’t want to be
redundant.
Or maybe I should just say my dog ate
my homework. I think I’ll fold this letter
into the shape of a rabbit and see…

Ploch
Financial
Services

Expert Tax Preparation

The tax law is constantly changing.
Let a professional help insure that
you get full advantage of all
available deductions and exemptions.
OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE
Roth IRA
529 Plans
Traditional IRA Retirement Plans
Coverdell IRA College Savings Plans

2319 Whittemore Place

(314) 771-7559
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Dog owners, please be courteous! Scoop it up!
By Dane Drefke
Lafayette Square

The weather is warming up and residents
are becoming more active — two- and
four-legged alike. When walking my dogs
through our wonderful park this weekend,
I did what I always do and stopped to scoop
up those “orphaned” piles of fido-doo left by
irresponsible dog owners. After scooping up
four, and discovering the fifth pile the hard
way (yuck!) I thought it time for a gentle
reminder of what constitutes responsible
and courteous dog ownership. This article is
not meant to be an admonishment, more of
a plea from one dog lover to all those other
dog lovers out there to be good neighbors.
What to Do with Doo-Doo
The answer is simple, you MUST pick
it up. It is the law, and it’s the courteous
thing to do. St. Louis city ordnance states
that it is the responsibility of the owner to
pick up after their dog in public places —
always. Don’t assume the park workers or
your neighbors will do it, and don’t assume
the rain will just wash it away. Excess

pet deposits can greatly elevate harmful
bacteria levels in our public spaces, and it
poses a health risk to residents, their pets,
and the park wildlife.
Never leave your pets droppings in
your neighbors’ yard! That is extremely
rude! Residents work very hard to keep
their yards looking nice and healthy, and
nothing is more upsetting than having to
clean fido-doo out of the flower beds. The
green space between the sidewalk and
the street is maintained by our neighbors.
Please be respectful and clean up after your
pet.
The Skinny on Leashes
Everyone wants the park and our neighborhood to be a fun and safe place for all
residents. Please be advised that when in
public spaces, city ordinance states your dog
must be on a leash. Although it is common
to see dogs off-leash inside the park, you do
so at your own (and your dog’s) risk. Not all
residents love our dogs as much as we do,
so please keep your dog under your direct
control at all time. Not all dogs are friendly
toward one another, and it’s a good safety

tip to have your dog under control when
approaching others. A strong, six-foot long
leash is best. Never let your dogs chase and
harass the wildlife.
Getting to Know You
When approaching an unfamiliar dog,
it’s always best to ask the owner if it’s OK
to pet their dog. Don’t assume the dog is
friendly as this may not always be true. The
dog may be anxious or under rehabilitation,
and a strange person or a child can frighten
a dog if they approach too quickly. Let the
dog get familiar with you first before you
pet them (place your hand below the dogs
head, palm up, and let them smell you).
Dogs are more comfortable with a pet on
the shoulder or back then the top of the
head.
Contact the St. Louis Health Department Animal Regulation Center for more
information. Lafayette Square is a very
dog-friendly neighborhood. By exercising
courtesy and common sense, responsible
dog owners can make sure it stays that way.

Floral Row

Continued from page 1

It’s the law!

In a related article, Dane Drefke
offers some excellent tips on dog
etiquette. To summarize Dane’s points,
our City ordinances require (by law)
that:
• Dog handlers must clean up after
their dogs in all public places. This
includes Lafayette Park, sidewalks,
streets, alleys, public right-of-ways
and our neighborhood yards (to those
thoughtless enough to let their dogs go
there).
• Dogs must be on a leash at all times
while in Lafayette Park. There are no
exceptions.
Contrary to popular belief, there is
no “off lead” area in Lafayette Park.
Park visitors wishing to exercise their
dogs without the constraint of a leash
should consider visiting the Soulard
Dog Park, which is due to open in early
April. For more information, call Julia
Mittelstadt at 314-241-8888, or visit
www.stldogparks.org for a complete
listing of the St. Louis area’s dog parks.
This is a dog-friendly neighborhood.
We are often more familiar with a dog
by name than the person in tow. But the
neighborhood has also been steadfast in
its desire to keep the neighborhood free
of doggie deposits and to keep dogs on a
leash while in public.
Three years ago this was reaffirmed
during public meetings that resulted in
Lafayette Park Master Plan. And just
this past month, it was again resoundingly agreed upon at meetings of the
LSRC, the Lafayette Park Conservancy
and the LSBA.
All three neighborhood organizations have committed to “getting the
word” out about the need for owners
to practice good dog etiquette, because
effective May 15, 2006 the police
will actively enforce the law and write
tickets for violators.

in the area. But don’t let dwindling numbers
be seen as a discouraging sign. The St. Louis
Floral Market has lots of life left.
Now, the oldest and the largest is Baisch
& Skinner, founded in 1952. It is expanding
to other locations in Missouri and in other
states. Plus, Baisch & Skinner is a thirdgeneration, family-run company – a trend
that is hardly an anomaly on the block. Call
any one of the retail or wholesale locations
on this block and you can speak with the
store’s namesake or the next generation.
Yet the remaining wholesale distributors
are adapting to the changing demands of
the business.
“We recognize ourselves as business-tobusiness, but the lion share of our business
is traditional retail florists,” said Frye, who
has worked at Baisch & Skinner for 25
years. “There has been more change in the
industry in the last 10 years than in the
previous 30. We have a more diverse set of
customers now.”
Now, the City of St. Louis plans to draw
more attention to the district and encourage
more patrons to the area, said Frye, with
efforts such as the banners and street signs
to help boost the profile of the St. Louis
Floral Market.
Now, the only tell-tale sign is to turn at
Walter Knoll’s location just off Chouteau
between Compton and Jefferson Avenues.
LaSalle runs parallel to Chouteau.
But it was only in 2002, that the fifthgeneration Walter Knoll Florists relocated
the company headquarters to Floral Row.
They have both a wholesale and a retail
�
location in the district.
Although Floral Row has evolved into
St. Louis Floral Market,����������������������������������
the same feel and
aroma remains. There ������������
is a dedication�����
to ������������� ����������
�����
����
����������
�� ����� �� �� ����� ��������
quality and seas of flowers to peruse. And
����������������������������������������������
it is Frye who sums the���������
evolution �����
of the ��������� �� ������ ��������
district up best – with floral
wholesalers
and������������� �������� ��
���� ���������
����
retailers side-by-side. �������������������������������������������������
“Flowers are an easy���������������������������������������������
sell,” said Frye.
������������������������������������
“Everyone loves flowers.
They sell them�������������������������������������������������������
selves. But, it takes a florist
to make them
sing.”
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Plant a living legacy in Lafayette Park
In accordance with the Lafayette Park
Master Plan, the Lafayette Park Conservancy developed a landscape plan to
enhance the visual appeal of the Park
House area. The planned new landscape lends an air of historic authenticity
through the selection, scale and placement
of ornamental elements, the use of indigenous plants, and the provision of seating
and shaded areas for park guests.
A new brick courtyard, sheltered by a
serpentine stone retaining wall, faces the
Park House. Japanese maple trees and a
graceful urn highlight the north side of the
Park House while an ornamental annual
bed wraps around the southside, and an
enhanced entry at Lafayette Avenue
communicates a sense of place.
“We wanted to revitalize the planted
areas around the Park House to complement the LSRC’s fantastic renovation of
the historic Park House building,” explains
Conservancy President Tim Gore. “This
Landscape Plan will extend the renewed
polish of the Park House throughout the
southeast corner of the park.”
How can you help?
Many of the scene-setting plants and
ornamental elements that highlight the
Landscape Plan will be funded through the

generosity of individual donors. There are
two ways for park supporters to help bring
the landscape plan to life:
• Plant a living legacy by sponsoring
an individual specimen plant, ornamental
tree or decorative urn.
• Leave a lasting impression by
purchasing one of a limited number of
engraved bricks in the Park House courtyard.
“These opportunities are limited, and
Landscape Plan sponsorship gifts must be
received by June 30, 2006,” says Gore,
noting that the plan will be completed
in late May, before the LSRC Spring
House Tour. “Landscape Plan sponsors can
contribute a unique, concrete and lasting
legacy for the enjoyment of generations to
come.”
Park House Courtyard
Engraved Bricks
The brick courtyard facing the Park
House will include up to 600 engraved
clay bricks. Each brick costs $100 and may
be inscribed to recognize your support for
Lafayette Park — or to honor someone
special — with up to 28 characters.
To inquire about the Landscape Plan,
contact Tim Gore or call the Conservancy
at 772-5724.

Submitted illustration

Park House landscaping plan

Opportunities Available in the Landscape Plan
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Ward Buckner and Linda Weiner plant seeds at the Forest Park Greenhouse.

Trivia night supports local school
Larry Melton with On Target Marketing and Wayne M. White of Studio2108.com presented
Kelly Bock of Little School & Gym a check for $1,375, which was raised during a successful
trivia night for the school.
A BIG THANK YOU goes out to the local businesses that donated services and gift certificates for the 1st Annual Trivia Night to benefit Little School and Gym located in Soulard that
was held at Belas Artes. Thanks go to the following businesses for their donations: Belas
Artes, Oliver’s Studio, Tanner B’s, Square One Brewery, Four Muddy Paws, George’s Hair
Salon, Blue’s City Deli, Ricardo’s, Eleven Eleven Mississippi, Hodak’s Restaurant, Juniper
Grill, Truemann’s Place, DB’s Sports Bar, Mardi Gras Inc., Furlong Printing, McAvoy Realty,
St Louis Teacher’s Recycle Center, Perc On The Park, 33 Wine Bar, Favazza’s Restaurant,
Handyman Red, stlpixelads.com, St. Louis Blues, St. Louis Cardinals, Baileys’ Chocolate
Bar, Joanie’s Pizzeria, King Louie’s, Garden Walk Massage Therapy, Park Avenue Bed &
Breakfast, Virginia Publishing and Murray’s Shaved Ice.
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Join the Park Conservancy and
help keep this treasure beautiful
By Carolyn Willmore
Lafayette Square

The Flora Conservancy of Lafayette
Park is a partnership between The Flora
Conservancy of Forest Park and The
Lafayette Park Conservancy, two not-forprofit organizations. The partnership was
formed to accomplish the goals set forth in
the Lafayette Park Master Plan. This alliance receives support from the City Parks
Department, St. Louis Master Gardeners
Association, and the Lafayette Square
Restoration Committee.
Lafayette Park can trace its roots back
to the founding of the tiny village of St.
Louis in 1764. It is the last piece of the St.
Louis Common, reserved for use as a Public
Square by Mayor Darby in 1836. The
Lafayette Park Conservancy was founded
in 2001, on the 150th anniversary of the
passage of St. Louis Ordinance 2741establishing Lafayette Park.
Max Kern, an early landscape architect, designed Lafayette Park. In 1878, this
Victorian strolling park was described as
“one of the most beautiful and effective
pieces of landscape gardening on the continent” in Dacus and Buel’s A Tour of St.
Louis. Surviving features include the Police
Station, Grotto, central lake, iron fence,
statues of Senator Benton and George

Washington, Revolutionary War cannons
and Boathouse.
Volunteers tend a wide variety of
gardens throughout the park that include
formal beds around Washington’s statue,
container plantings in urns, and cottage
style gardens in the Grotto. Paths following
the original Victorian design lead visitors
from garden to garden.
One benefit of the Flora Conservancy is
use of the city greenhouses in Forest Park.
For over a month, volunteers have been
planting seeds and cuttings to create red,
white and blue plantings around Washington’s statue. Some plants will beautify the
Grotto and other areas of the park. Ward
Buckner, Tom Keay, Ruth Kamphoefner,
Sue Pinker-Dodd, Linda Weiner and
Carolyn Willmore spent several enjoyable
Wednesday mornings at the greenhouse
learning to plant seeds and root cuttings.
If you enjoy gardening, the Flora
Conservancy of Lafayette Park offers a
wonderful opportunity to work with plants
in a beautiful Victorian setting. Volunteers
work in the park each Wednesday morning
from April through October. This is a great
opportunity to enjoy the company of other
gardeners, share your gardening skills, and
help fulfill the vision of the Lafayette Park
Master Plan.
Be a part of this exciting volunteer
opportunity and become involved in the
restoration of Lafayette Park. To volunteer,
call 314-289-5323.
To join the Lafayette Park Conservancy, see
the membership form on page 10.
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Gardening opportunities throughout Square
By Carolyn Willmore
Lafayette Square

Quote of the month
Soil warms our hands and our souls as
we work in it.
Allen Lacy, American writer
Truman Parkway Landscape Update
The Truman Parkway Landscape
Committee has met together and with St.
Louis Urban Forrester Chris McCarthy
and plans are underway! It was decided
that Chris would contact Aldermen Reed
and Young and request funds for the
planting of hybrd (disease resistant) elms
for the westernmost median for this year,
continuing the median planting further
east during the next budget period. Chris
will also be creating a plan for screening
the fenced area on the western side of
Truman for approval, the planting to be
done in stages as St. Louis City funding
becomes available. Painting the chain link
fence black was discussed as an interim
objective.
The Landscape Committee has decided
to design and apply for Operation Bright-

side and Gateway Greening grants to
landscape the area at Carroll and the
Park Avenue entrance. Grants are due in
late August and in Fall 2006 for planting
Spring 2007.
Kara Kopplin has agreed to design and
execute painting of the utility boxes along
Truman much as the City of Clayton initiated in their downtown area.
All are welcome to our next planning
meeting on Sunday, April 2 at 3 p.m.
at 1801 Hickory at which time we will
continue the design planning.
Adoption Sites Available
The following sites are available for
“adoption” which translates to planting,
weeding and/or watering. Funds are available for plant materials.
• The mini-park at Park and Mississippi. Thanks to Katherine Drinen for two
years of care!
• The area at 18th and Chouteau
which will eventually be redone but meanwhile will need cleanup of trash and weed
control.
• Duck Island needs a cleanup! We
have a plank for you to walk!

Supervisors and Volunteers
Needed for Park Work Days:
April 1 and April 8
We will be needing as many volunteers
as we can get to make Lafayette Park and
surrounds ready to receive visitors in June!
Meet at 9 a.m. at the Washington statue!
Come enjoy healthy exercise, beautify the
park and make new acquaintances and
friends! Call Linda Weiner at 621-7071 to
volunteer.
Muchas, Muchas Gracias
To Carolyn Willmore for transplanting bulbs from the Park House area
to save them; to Bob Pinkowski and Bev
McClain of Missouri Avenue for cleanup
of the circular beds at Park and Missouri;
to Don Heus for readying our wheelbarrows for seasonal use; to Tim Reedy for
loan of his truck for transport of said
wheelbarrows; to Diana Gray of Missouri
Avenue for volunteering to be a block
captain for Operation Brightside Blitz
and organize an alley cleanup; to Tom
Fleming for his recycling information
about difficult to recycle items such as
computers and batteries.

LSRC February Board Meeting Minutes
Lafayette Square Restoration Committee
Board Meeting Minutes for February 21,
2006
Members present: Houston Smith, Jane
Blackwell, Susan Sauer, Sandra Herde, Dane
Drefke, Julie Drefke, Paul Doerner, Pete
Snyder, Jean Steck, Chris Westmeyer, and
Erin Budde
Absent: Nick Colosi Linda Weiner,
Matthias Washcheck and Dave Diehl
The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m.
Minutes from previous meetings were

reviewed and accepted.
Committee Reports:
Finance Committee: Jean Steck
• Motion – To take before the Lafayette
Square Restoration Membership for vote
the transfer of Park Conservancy account
balance and the following dedicated funds:
Bandstand, Duck House and the Tree & Park
fund to the Lafayette Square Park Conservancy.
• Motion passed
• Park house insurance quote update

– currently still gathering quotes
Welcome Committee: Julie Drefke
• Re-ordered mugs
• Three new neighbors welcomed this
month
Development Committee: Jane Blackwell
• Lafayette Walk Hearing – 27 February 4
p.m. 1015 Locus 12th floor board room
• Work continues on update to historical
code
Business Liaison: Pete Snyder
• Annual meeting 13 March 1330 at
Belas Artes
Community Task Force: Chris Westmeyer
• Praxair working with city to rezone
property
Community Affairs: Erin Budde
• Meetings continue with Marquis staff
and are very positive
• Working on addition to Index on front
page, free classified ads and other improvements
Old Business:
• Park House Insurance and Contract:
Insurance quotes still being gathered
• Salama Market: Susan Sauer checking
monthly for any changes
• Chouteau/18th Parking Lot: Lawyer
currently drafting sale documentation
New Business:

Open for play!
Volunteers from SSDN, the local community and The Home Depot joined together with the
nonprofit KaBOOM! to build a state-of-the-art, 2,500 square foot playground at 2930 Iowa
Ave. on March 23. The playground for SSDN’s children and families was funded through
a $47,200 grant from The Home Depot and a $10,000 contribution from SSDN. It was a
part of KaBOOM! and The Home Depot’s efforts to create and refurbish 1,000 playspaces
in 1,000 days. St. Louis Mayor Francis Slay (above) joined the volunteers for a “BoardCutting” ceremony to officially complete the build.

• Lafayette Park Conservancy funds
transfer – voted to recommend transfer of
LPC funds and dedicated funds to the LPC
during Finance Committee report
• Chair and Co-Chairs for 2006 Holiday
Tour needed
• Praxair redevelopment – What does the
neighborhood want to see in this location
going forward
• Boat House – Looking for ideas for Boat
House use
Meeting adjournment at 8:30 p.m.
Submitted by Sandra Herde, LSRC Board
Secretary

Submitted photo

Jesus, played by Rev. David Birner, breaks bread
with the disciples at the Last Supper in the annual dramatic Maundy Thursday presentation.

Trinity
presents Last
Supper drama
A dramatic presentation of the first
Lord’s Supper will be presented on
Maundy Thursday again this year at
historic Trinity Lutheran Church, 1805
South 8th Street, at 6 and 8 p.m. on April
13, 2006. Directing the drama is an actress
familiar to St. Louis community theatergoers, Diana Krueger.
Says Krueger, “Members of Trinity and
several St. Louis pastors will bring the
scripture story to life. Each disciple and
several of the women who were part of
Jesus’ life will tell of their personal relationship to Jesus, and we will see ourselves
in their stories.”
Portraying Jesus is the Rev. David
Birner, a former missionary to New
Guinea, who bears a remarkable resemblance to the iconic Jesus of modern films.
The drama culminates in a celebration
of the sacramental Lord’s Supper, led by
the pastor playing Jesus and the disciples,
using the chalice brought to America by
the Saxon Lutheran immigrants in 1838.
Tickets are not required and seating
is on a first-come basis. An opportunity
to photograph the actors will be offered
following the services. Dinner of lasagne
or fish will be available for $8 in the
school hall from 6 to 8 p.m. Advance
reservations for dinner may be made by
calling 314-231-4092.
Founded in 1839, Trinity today has
grown to over 600 members. Its day
school has been moved to a campus at
Chippewa and Morgenford, in cooperation with several other Lutheran schools.
The congregation is currently exploring
future use for its school building on Eighth
Street.
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Business Association
hosts annual meeting
The first annual meeting of the
Lafayette Square Business Association was
held March 13 at Belas Artes, 1854 Russell.
During the meeting, the membership
elected to make several changes in the
structure of the association following one
year of operation.
New Committee Structure
In response to member needs, two new
committees were added to the Association’s committee structure: the Public
Safety Committee and the Special Events
Committee.
The responsibilities of the Communications Committee were divided among all
the other committees and the communications group was dissolved.
Officers Appointed
The following persons were appointed
officers of the LSBA effective April 1,
2006: Pete Snyder will continue as president; Michele Duffe will become secretary
and Membership chair; Bob Levine will
become treasurer and Finance chair;
Michael Lance will continue as vice president and Business Improvement chair;
Scott Holdridge will become chair of
Public Safety; Bethany Budde moves from
treasurer to chair of Special Events; and
the Marketing chair will be Karen Jones.
In addition, Ryan Shaughnessy remains
general counsel of the association.
Katherine Drinen, outgoing secretary
and Lisa Stillman, outgoing Membership
chair were thanked for all their outstanding
contributions.
2006 Goals Approved
The Membership Committee had the
most aggressive goals for 2006. First, a new
meeting structure was agreed upon. LSBA
general membership meetings will be held
six times a year on the second Monday of
odd months (January, March, May, July,
September, and November). Meetings will
begin at 4 p.m., immediately followed by a
“business social.”
The committee also wants to increase
to 75 members (from 52). The goal will be
met in two ways: by extending Association activities beyond Lafayette Square to
include businesses located in LaSalle Park,
Peabody and McKinley Heights; in addition membership has been sub-divided into
industry sector ad hoc groups so that likecompanies can address similar concerns.

closure of Highway 40.
This group will work towards a business
signage and banner standard.
An ad hoc group formed from this
committee will work to maintain the public
parking lot on Park Avenue under the leadership of Jake Hafner.
The Public Safety Committee will coordinate with the safety committee of the
LSRC and similar resident safety groups.
Getting The Word Out
The Marketing Committee will update
the current association brochure, create
a website that identifies members, and
establish an e-group to facilitate better
communications among members.
In addition, Marketing will seek special
advertising and other promotional activities to increase awareness of the area.
For example, the committee is currently
working with TravelHost magazine for a
feature article and advertising theme page
for the May/June issue of this publication
that is found in the region’s hotel rooms.
More Excitement
The Special Events Committee will look
to enhance the “Taste of Lafayette Square”
event that is scheduled for September 9,
2006. The committee will also create other
signature events that generate excitement
for our area. They hope to find unique tieins with the area’s house tours and other
crowd-generating events.
The first annual Plein Air Art Show and
Auction is such an event. Held in conjunction with the Lafayette Square Spring
House Tour, the art show will feature the
work of three-dozen or more artists who are
creating their works in the area “en plein
air,” in the open air.

Dog park set to open
The John and Lucille Wendling Soulard Dog Park will open in early April. The fencing material has been ordered and is due in at the end of this week. Installation should begin in late
March, and weather permitting, installation should take about 2 weeks. Alderman Phyllis
Young donated $10,000 to assist in the fence costs. She is pictured above with Julia Mittelstadt of the Frenchtown Dog Park Association.
Anyone interested in using the park with their dog should contact FDPA@sbcglobal.net. There
is a requested donation of $30 per household for one dog and $10 each additional dog for
residents of Soulard, Lafayette Square, Benton Park and LaSalle Park. Other area residents
are requested to donate $50 per household for one dog and $10 each additional dog. Access to the park will be limited to participants who provide records that their dog is spayed
or neutered as well as current on vaccinations.
The park is privately owned and run completely by volunteers.
FDPA is a group dedicated to building safe, enclosed areas where dogs and their owners can
exercise/play off-leash. The FDPA serves the neighborhoods of Lafayette Square, Benton
Park, LaSalle Park and Soulard.
The FDPA is currently looking for spaces that can be converted to dog parks in Lafayette
Square, Benton Park and LaSalle Park. For further information about the Soulard Dog
Park or future plans for dog parks in these other areas, please contact Julia Mittelstadt at
314-241-8888.

Next Meeting
The next meeting of the LSBA was set
for 4:00 p.m. May 8 at Four Muddy Paws,
2000 Geyer Ave. (at the corner of Mississippi). The business social will follow at
5 p.m. All interested businesses are invited
to attend.

Ad Hoc Groups Formed
Five ad hoc groups were formed.
Michelle Adams will lead the restaurant
group. The personal care group of companies will be headed up by Lisa Stillman.
Paul Shannon will lead the professional
services group, while Carolyn McAvoy will
lead real estate services. Matt Brazelton
heads a joint group comprised of retail
establishments and B&Bs.
Traffic Flow
The Business Improvement Committee
will continue to seek traffic-calming
measures that are consistent with the
Urban Plan. The committee will also
work on preparations for the closure of the
Jefferson Avenue overpass, as well as the
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Lafayette Park UMC readies
for a busy Easter schedule
By Debra Crowe
Lafayette Park UMC

It’s time for bunnies and bonnets, for
egg hunts and sunrise services. Please join
us at Lafayette Park United Methodist
Church as we celebrate the Easter season.
On Good Friday, we’ll open the holiday
weekend with “Kneeling at the Cross,” a
series of dramatic monologues.
On Saturday, April 15, LPUMC will
sponsor its annual Easter egg hunt in
Lafayette Park for children ages 10 and
under. Meet at the southwest corner of the
park to access the search area, which will
be divided into sections for each age group.
Be sure to bring a basket or bag to hold the
eggs that are found! After the egg hunt,
kids and adults are invited to Fellowship
Hall on the lower level of the church for
refreshments and prizes—and to meet the
Easter Bunny! Enter the Hall through the
lower-level door facing Lafayette Avenue.
Photo opportunities abound, so remember
to bring your camera.
Easter Sunday celebrations start bright
and early with a sunrise service at
6:30 a.m. If you prefer a more contemporary worship service, join us at 8 a.m.
Traditional worship is at 10 a.m. Afterwards, there will be food and drink in
Fellowship Hall. It’s a great time to greet
friends and make some new ones.
This month features other fun and
familiar events, as well. On April 21 and
22, the UMW will host their annual book
sale. Visit Fellowship Hall from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. on Friday and from 8 a.m. to
noon on Saturday for great values on both
paperbacks and hardcover books on a

wide variety of topics from food to fantasy
and everything in between. Saturday is
Bag Day. All books that fit into one bag
(provided at the sale) are just $2.00. This
is one of the UMW’s most popular events,
so plan to arrive early for the best selection.
Another of the UMW’s ventures, the
Resale Boutique, has reopened following
the shop’s recent renovation. With fresh
paint and new lighting, it’s even more
inviting than before, and there are new
items arriving all the time. Those of you
who are regular visitors to the boutique
will enjoy stopping by to see its new look
and scout out new offerings; and for those
of you who have yet to visit the shop,
spring is a great time to make your first
visit. Most likely, it won’t be your last. The
shop, located on the lower level of the
church, is open each Wednesday from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Look for the sign in front of
the church.
The week of April 24, LPUMC
Preschool will sponsor a bike-a-thon to
raise money for St. Jude’s Hospital. If
you’re interested, and would like more
information on this event, please call the
church office at 314-771-9214.
Coming up, the Spring Rummage Sale
on May 5 and 6. Watch for details in the
May issue of the Marquis.
Lafayette Park United Methodist
Church is located at 2300 Lafayette
Avenue, just one block east of Jefferson.
It is our vision to “…be a church without
walls, creating a visible sign of Christ’s
presence in our urban community.” You
may reach us at 314-771-9214. You are
welcome here.
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LSRC March Minutes
LSRC MEMBERSHIP MEETING
MARCH 14, 2006

President Houston Smith called the
meeting to order at 7:03p.m. The February
minutes were approved with revision of the
name of Chris Westmeyer instead of Chris
Goodson to form a new safety web-site for
the neighborhood.
New residents were asked to introduce themselves : Mrs . Annabelle (aka
“Wootie”) Sauer has recently moved into
the neighborhood.
Membership - 80 as of 3-14-06
Committee Reports
Finance - Jean Steck gave the financial
report.
Development - Jane Blackwell gave a
report on the meeting they had with the
city Preservation Board and the group from
LSRC, and the Lafayette Walk development group. After some discussion the
Preservation Board advised the Lafayette
Walk development that they will need to
remove the utilities from the front of the
units, and change the metal front doors to
wooden doors.
On the code revision, Step 1 committee has been having meetings to
change the verbiage on the code. Step 2
- the development committee will review
the committee recommendations and make
changes where necessary. Step 3 - take the
revised code to the LSRC board for review
and approval. Step 4 - upon approval by the
board, then the revisions go to the Culture
Resources and the board of alderman for
approval. Step 5 - upon approval by the
city, then comes to the membership for
final approval vote.
Historic code books are available by
calling Jane Blackwell at 241-0085.
If your going to do any work on your
property, please contact the development
committee for guidance .
Park Conservancy - Tim Gore advised
on Saturday April 1 and April 8, there will
a spring cleaning in the park including the
playground; meet at the park house.
Lafayette Square park has received a
grant for $50,000.
Community Affairs- Erin Budde not
present. No report.
Safety - Sue Pinker-Dodd looking for
a new Block Captain organizer. Anyone
interested please contact Sue. The lot
at 2207/2235 Hickory Place has become
a problem property with homeless and
vagrants living in the shed on the property.
Police have been notified .
Officer Simmons advised that Don
Chappel is being confined in jail for the
present.
Due to the new coding system for the
police department, the crime figures for
crime are down compared to January. 1
stolen car and 6 larcenies; since February
last year the crime rate is down approximately 56 percent.
This year’s Unity Night is on April
27 at 6:30 p.m. at St. Anthony’s church,
Meramac & Michigan. Unity night is
where the police departments and the
neighborhoods get together from the north
city and the south city areas and talk about
the various problems they have and try
to find solutions to solve the problems. If
anyone needs a ride call the 4th district
444-2540.
LSBA - Pete Snyder advised the business groups will meet the 2nd Monday of
the odd months.
Old Business
Praxair - waiting for the re-zoning.
Request has been made.
Spring House Tour - Theme “Places in
the Square”. Still need a co-chair to help
Erin.
Holiday Tour - Need a chair and cochair. Contact Houston Smith if you are
interested.

Park House - putting 200 amp service
to the interior and lighting for the outside
and flagpole area.
Marquis - a new 2-year contract with
Virginia publishing to print the Marquis.
18th & Chouteau - contract for the
transfer of real estate to the N.S.S. to Chris
Goodson.
New Business

There will be a postal meeting at St.
Vincent de Paul church about the delivery
of mail to the homes & businesses in the
63104 post office. Benton Park Post Office
officials will attend. The meeting will be
at 7:30 p.m. on March 16. This meeting
was arranged by LaSalle Park, Mc Kinley
Heights, Soulard and Lafayette Square.
Transfer of funds to the LPA - It was
voted to transfer the following funds to the
LPA. There was $6,000that belonged to the
LPA, the bandstand fund $16,931. Duck
house fund $407.33, and the Tree & Park
fund $2,140. There was a motion made to
move the funds from the LSRC to the LPA,
motion carried with no nays or abstains.
Announcements
Jean Steck announced the Downtown
YMCA is having an open house for people
to go by to see the facilities.
Pete Synder announced he would
undertake a program to enforce the leash
law in our neighborhood and inside the
park. Warnings to be issued first then by
May 15 people will be ticketed for breaking
the law that is already on the books. With
the help of the police department to start to
enforce the leash law. Also, please clean up
after you dogs.
Dave Diehl announced there will be a
fundraiser for the Lafayette Square vintage
baseball team the Perfectos at 33 Wine Bar
on Saturday, April 1. Call for the correct
time.
Linda Weiner announced she will
be looking for volunteers for Operation
Brightside coming up in April.
Mary Dahms requested that neighbors please be considerate of the use of
the dumpsters. Please break boxes down
before putting them in the dumpsters. Also,
don’t put boxes next to the dumpsters, the
garbage man is not going to get out of the
truck and pick up the boxes. Put the boxes
in the dumpsters.
Berry Lane - National Kidney Foundation - announced the 5th Annual Kidney
Walk on Thursday June 1, 2006 Lafayette
Park. Registration 5pm Walk begins at
6:30 p.m. Contact Berry Lane for more
information about walking, forming a
team and sponsorship opportunities. Call
961-2828 or register on the web at http:
//www.nkfstl.com. www.nkfstl.com. Anyone
interested in the above can call Berry or
our neighborhood contact would be Cheryl
Andrews at 773-1907.
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A proposal to provide for the
maintenance of Lafayette Park
By Wardwell Buckner
Lafayette Square

Living in old houses has taught us
the importance of maintaining things.
Even newly constructed buildings require
maintenance. The same goes for the park.
We can fix the Park House exterior
and build a new Gazebo but we have to
maintain them, and also the driveways
and the monuments and the fence and
everything or else decades from now
someone will have to start all over again.
I would like to suggest a way to start
building an endowment for the maintenance of the park. My proposal may seem
a little out of the ordinary at first but a
second or third reading will show that
it has merit. Let me begin by explaining
how the idea came to me.
I visited Cambridge, Massachusetts
for a family wedding several years ago
and extended my stay to see some of the
sites in and around Cambridge. One site I
discovered was Mount Auburn Cemetery
established in 1831 by members of the
newly formed Massachusetts Horticulture
Society.
The founders believed that a tranquil,
natural setting was most desirable for the
burial and commemoration of the dead
and to comfort and console the living.
This gave birth to the ‘rural’ cemetery
movement and the tradition of building
garden cemeteries in the United States.
It is a landmark tourist site and the
most gorgeous example of enlightened
landscape design that I have ever seen,
The 174 acres of Mount Auburn
contain ten miles of roads, several ponds
and lakes, well-planned groves of trees,
single trees and groupings of trees,
shrubs, gardens both formal and informal,
benches, monuments and statues, a headquarters building, large ornamental gates
and a wonderful large limestone Sphinx.
At this point I should mention that
Harriet Hosmer who sculpted the Benton
Statue is buried there and so is Longfellow, Louis Agassiz, Felix Frankfurter,
Oliver Wendell Holmes, Mary Baker
Eddy, Nathaniel Bowditch, Winslow
Homer, Amy Lowell, Asa Gray, Buckminster Fuller, Fannie Farmer and many
other notable figures.
Now, 175 years later, the maintenance
of all this is funded by a friends group,
income from an endowment and income
from burials which still take place in
sections of the cemetery generally away
from the more heavily visited areas.
We have two miles of roads, a lagoon,
lake and fountain. many trees, benches,

statues, gardens, a headquarters building,
cast iron fence and ornamental gateposts
in our much smaller, much less grand 30
acre park.
There is one area near the southwest
corner which is underutilized right now
and it affords us the opportunity make
full and productive use of it.
The area is heavily shaded and flanks
an abandoned pathway which runs
through the large grove of bald cypress
to the road leading from the gate at
the southwest corner. It is between the
narrow new asphalt walk and Lafayette
Avenue.
The space on both sides of the abandoned pathway would be an ideal
location for a long row of burial vaults to
hold cremated ashes. The area might be
excavated to increase the number of the
vaults and also reduce their visibility. A
well-constructed vault complex requires
very little maintenance.
One small vault could easily accommodate a large family or even generations
of the same family. Urns don’t take up
much space. The only drawback might be
that the engraver would have to use small
type if a lot of names and dates are going
to be put on the cover of the vault.
Those people who choose not to inter
the ashes of their loved ones could scatter
them in the bald cypress grove.
Brick and stone pathways could
meander through the area and individual
bricks and stones might be engraved with
sentiments and memorials.
Pet lovers could scatter the ashes of
their beloved pets very close to the spot
where someday they themselves would
be laid to rest. Perhaps the ashes of pets
and persons should not be mingled in the
same spot. (I haven’t thought this out
yet.)
Even though there would be some
initial outlay for the cost of the vaults
and memorial pathways, the cost of their
upkeep should be minimal.
Fees generated from the sale of the
vaults, engraving names on the vault
covers, engraving bricks and stones on
the memory paths plus permit fees for
scattering the ashes of family members
and pets would provide a steady stream
of income for many decades to come.
In this way we can assure ourselves that
an endowment can be established and
replenished long after we are gone.
I realize that this suggestion is
thinking outside the box but we have the
duty to provide for maintaining the park
we love so that future generations may
enjoy it too.
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Wanted

23XX RUTGER - 2 BR plus basement, $625.
Deck & off-street parking. DW, refrigerator
& stove included. Merry, 503-7574.

YARN DONATIONS - Cathedral Parish group
needs washable yarn to knit prayer shawls.
Call Eileen at Cathedral, 373-8204, to drop
off donations.

CWE – 1, 2 & 3 BR APTS – 49XX Buckingham Ct, between Euclid & the park. On private street, C/A & heat, garbage disposal,
dishwasher. $800/mo. 803-2024.
UNFURNISHED SOUTH - 3104 Gurney, 1 BR,
$625. 2836 Lemp, 1 BR, $450. 4232 Lawn,
1 BR, $450. www.rwoodrealty.com. R Wood
Realty, 314-645-6033, 314-276-9430.
4954 WEST PINE – Newly renovated luxury
apts in prime CWE location, 1 block from
park, all amenities. $1100-$1500/mo. Call
314-803-2024.
CARRIAGE HOUSE - 2317 Whittemore. 2 BR
apt. $800/mo. Merry, 503-7574.
UNFURNISHED SOUTHWEST - 5116 Southwest, 1+ BR, $550. www.rwoodrealty.com.
R Wood Realty, 314-645-6033, 314-2769430.

Office Space for Rent

MARQUIS NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS! Please
send us your announcements; let your
neighbors know what you’re up to when
you’re too busy to say “hi!” Email MJ at
marquis@westendword.com or call 314367-6612 x25.

Services
GUTTER CLEANING – US ARMY engineer
takes on any roof for gutter cleaning & minor
roof repairs. No house too tall, no job too
small Fully insured. 220-3638, ask for Matt.
BURNSIDE REMODELING – Specializing in
bathrooms, basements, plastering, kitchens,
flooring, fences, electrical, plumbing, porches, decks, siding, windows, doors, garages,
sheds, painting, stucco, crown molding &
more. Licensed & insured. Visa & MasterCard. Tim, 314-853-0590.

PRIME SOUTH COUNTY OFFICE building
for lease near major interstates. One-story,
2,100 sq ft, perfect for health professional
or small business, plenty of parking, easy
access. Call 314-780-0974.

PROUDLY HELPING RESTORE AND BEAUTIFY THE CWE. Carpentry, roofing, brick laying, tuck pointing. 20 years experience, local
references available. Insured, highest quality
work, free estimates. Call anytime. 314-2203638 ask for Matt.

Help Wanted

Autos For Sale

HELP WANTED! GROWING real estate office
in need of an experienced, licensed agent
who is technologically inclined to assist in
training. Please call 314-910-3414, Prudential Select Properties.

2000 NISSAN QUEST MINI VAN – 6 cycle,
room for 7, factory VHS player for rear passengers, other nice options. Like-new condition. 55,000 miles. Dark green, $10,500.
314-514-0663.
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